
 

Plastic’s Got Talent – Teacher Notes 
These notes are for guidance in using the Plastic’s Got Talent Competition and educational resources. 
 
Competition 
Slides 1-15 of the KS1 and KS2 presentations explain the competition ‘Plastic’s Got Talent’. We would love 
for your class to take part in this and have their work played at the National Civil War Centre as part of 
Strings Day on Saturday 3rd May. The deadline to submit audio/ video and photos is Friday 4th April 2025. 
Please feel free to adapt the way you take part in the competition for your class. 
 

 
 
Education 
Slides 16 onwards cover a variety of topics around plastic and the pollution caused by it. We have put 
together information through videos, images and games to help your pupils engage and learn more around 
this topic in one place. The presentation has pausing points throughout to ask questions and have pupils 
collaboratively complete short activities. Please adapt the resources for use with your pupils where 
necessary. Elements of the presentation and resources can be aligned to areas of the national curriculum 
for geography and science should you wish to incorporate them. The presentation will help pupils’ ocean 
literacy and awareness of plastic pollution.  
 
What You Will Need: 

• Plastic’s Got Talent presentation for use on a smart board 

• Whiteboards/ paper and pens for group work 

• Plastic’s Got Talent – Plastic Collection Point (one per collection point A4/A3 size) 

• Plastic’s Got Talent – World Map (one map per group A3 size) 

• Plastic’s Got Talent – KS2 Recycling Sort Game (one set per class/ group A4 size) 

• Plastic’s Got Talent – KS1 Recycling Sort Game (one set per class/ group A4 size) 

• Plastic’s Got Talent – KS2 Recycling Sort Game Answers (one per class A4 size) 

• Plastic’s Got Talent – KS1 Recycling Sort Game Answers (one per class A4 size) 

• Plastic’s Got Talent – Pledge Against Plastic Pollution Cards (one per pupil A4 size) 
 
  

#MotionForTheOcean 



 
 

The Plastic Problem Slides 
These slides are informative around the problem with plastics. Activities include: 

- Video links 
- Map links 
- Ocean Quiz: in groups pupils can earn class points by naming all 5 oceans. 
- Ocean Map: in groups pupils will plot the 5 oceans on a map of the world. Depending on pupils’ 

prior knowledge from KS1, this activity serves as a recap to label the 5 oceans either with or without 
support resources. Learning can be deepened by asking pupils to label specific counties and/ or 
major cities on the map using maps, atlases, globes and digital or computer mapping. 
 

Plastic is Useful 
These slides are informative around how useful plastic actually is, how it is made and who invented it. 

- Video links 
- Who wants to be a Millionaire? Plastic Timeline Edition (KS2) 
- Who wants to be a Millionaire? Plastics and Other Materials Edition (KS1) 
- STEM activity to make plastic out of milk 

 
Reducing Plastics in our Lives 
These slides help pupils consider small changes they can make which will have a huge impact.  

- Video links 
- KS2 Recycling Game: in groups or as a class, the recycling sort game cards should be sorted into the 

‘Recycling Bin’ and the ‘General Waste Bin’. Assign two pupils to be each of the bins and wear the 
corresponding headbands. Other pupils in their group can relay race to hand the correct cards to 
the correct ‘bins’. This game can be adapted to suit your class to help them sort waste in residential 
bins at home. 

- KS1 Recycling Game: in groups or as a class, the recycling sort game cards will be sorted by material 
and placed in the correct ‘Recycling Bin’, Glass Bin’ and ‘Compost Bin’. Assign three pupils to be each 
of the bins and wear the corresponding headbands. Other pupils in their group can relay race to 
hand the correct cards to the correct ‘bins’. This game can be adapted to suit your class. 

- Pledge Against Plastic Pollution: pupils and adults can fill in 1 or more changes they think they can 
make. 

 
Submitting the Audio 
The deadline to submit your class audio and any photographs of instruments is Friday 4th April 2025. 
Please send the audio/ video footage and photographs of instruments to:   
School.Projects@newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk  
 
Please include your name, school, year group and class size in the email. 
 
Audio can be recorded on mobiles using applications such as ‘Voice Memos’. Alternatively, you can record 
your audio as a video, but we ask that pupils are not featured in it for safeguarding purposes. Please ensure 
any photographs of pupils holding their instruments do not include faces for the same reason. Any 
photographs received will be used as part of the audio installation at the National Civil war Centre on 3rd 
May 2025 and media updates for Newark and Sherwood District Council. 
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