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1.1

Executive Summary
The Landscape Character Assessment was published in 2010. In October 2011 consultation
was carried out on the document in order that it could be incorporated into the Newark &
Sherwood Local Development Framework as a Supplementary Planning Document. Following
the consultation further work was undertaken to address the issues raised by consultee,
resulting in this finalised SPD.

1.1.1

Planning context
The European Landscape Convention (ELC) is the first international convention to focus
specifically on landscape which was created by the Council of Europe. It defines landscape
as:
“An area as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and interaction
of natural and/or human factors”. (Council of Europe 2000)
The ELC is the first international convention to focus specifically on landscape and was
signed by the UK Government in February 2006, and became effective in March 2007. The
convention promotes landscape protection, management and planning, as well as European
co-operation on landscape issues. The convention applies to all landscapes, towns and
villages, open countryside, the coast and inland areas, ordinary and degraded landscapes, as
well as those that are afforded protection.
The Convention was reaffirmed as being part of the Defra delivery framework through the
Natural Environment White Paper in June 2011.
Landscape Character is defined as:
“The tool that is used to help us to understand,and articulate, the character of the landscape.
It helps us identify the features that give a locality its 'sense of place' and pinpoints what
makes it different from neighbouring areas."
(Landscape Character Assessment: Guidance for England and Scotland, The Countryside
Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage, 2002)
Landscape Character Assessment can be used in many situations, from devising indicators to
gauge landscape change to inform regional planning, local development, environmental
assessment and the management of landscapes.

1.1.2

th

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 28 March 2012
The NPPF provides the context within which sustainable development can be met through the
planning system and paragraph 7 lists the economic role, social role and environmental roles
that need to be met. The third bullet point is:


an environmental role – contributing to protecting and enhancing our natural, built
and historic environment; and, as part of this, helping to improve biodiversity, use
natural resources prudently, minimise waste and pollution, and mitigate and adapt to
climate change including moving to a low carbon economy.
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One of the twelve core planning principles outlined on Page 5, paragraph 17 is bullet point 5


1.1.3

take account of the different roles and character of different areas, promoting the
vitality of our main urban areas, protecting the Green Belts around them, recognising
the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside and supporting thriving rural
communities within it;

Newark and Sherwood Landscape Character Assessment
The Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) is a District- level assessment of landscape
character which forms part of the wider assessment for the County. Its preparation has
followed the County-level methodology and the document provides an explanation of the
differences between landscapes that is based around a sense of place, local distinctiveness,
characteristic wildlife, and natural features. In identifying specific Landscape Policy Zones
(LPZs) and related actions the LCA will play an important role in the planning framework and
in decisions over new development.
Reflecting this importance the LCA has been a key part of the evidence base informing the
production of the Core Strategy (CS) and the Allocations & Development Management
(A&DM) Development Plan Documents (DPDs). The Assessment has been a significant
factor in the making of decisions on site allocations within the A&DM DPD.
Core Policy 13 (Landscape Character) of the Core Strategy sets out that the Local
Development Framework (LDF) will introduce a comprehensive landscape assessment of
Newark and Sherwood which will identify the landscape character condition and sensitivity of
each Landscape Policy Zone. The policy also sets out the expectation that development
proposals will positively address the implications of the LPZs and demonstrate that the aims
and objectives for that area would be contributed to.
The LCA offers an objective methodology for assessing the varied landscape within Newark
and Sherwood and gives a greater understanding of what makes the landscape within the
District locally distinctive. This is reflected through the identification of Policy Zones across the
5 Landscape Character Types represented within Newark and Sherwood, shown on Figure
1.1. The Landscape Character Assessment provides the basis for the implementation of Core
Policy 13 and as a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) of the LDF is capable of being a
material consideration with within the planning process.

1.1.4

Other Landscape Publications
Other document’s which may also be relevant to landscape issues within the District include:
•

Southwell Landscape Setting (November 2012);

•

Newark & Sherwood Green Infrastructure Strategy;

•

Nottinghamshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan; and

•

Newark and Sherwood Nature Conservation Strategy.
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These documents are available to view on the District Councils website.
http://www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/evbase
In addition a Wind Energy Supplementary Planning Document is, at the time of writing, under
production with a Landscape Capacity Study being prepared to support this. Further
information can be found through the link below.
http://www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/spds/
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1.2

How to use this document
This document describes the landscape character of the Newark and Sherwood District
Council administrative area, which consists of 5 different County Character Areas. The report
has been structured to enable users not to have to read the whole document to access the
information they need, but to be able to go directly to the key information.
Each chapter of the report covers a distinct character area, and describes the broad
characteristics of the area. It describes:


The physical and human influences within the character area, (Refer to Appendix R
for detailed Landscape History and Appendix I for soil/geology plans)



The main factors that have brought about change in the character area, and
considers the trends and pressures that may produce change in the future



The native species list for the character area



The visual character of the landscape for each landscape character type, the main
Landscape Character types have been described and policy sheets included which
summarise the key characteristics of each Policy Zone.

For example, if a user wants to know about the landscape character of an area of land south
of Southwell the steps required are:
1. Refer to Figure 1 to determine the Landscape Character Area within which the site falls
into (in this case the Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands).
2. Refer to Figure 2 the Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands Character Area, to check which
Policy Zone the site falls into, in this case MN PZ 38. (Species listed under the Mid
Nottinghamshire Farmlands list would be suitable as native planting for a site within this
area.)
3. Refer to the appropriate character description for MN PZ 38 (Halloughton Village
Farmlands) to obtain a summary of the field data collected about the area.
The analysis sheet describes the key criteria which have been used to define the landscape
condition, which in this case is Good”. The Policy Sheet then describes the key criteria that
have been used to define landscape sensitivity, which in this case is “Moderate”. These
factors have been used to derive a Landscape Policy – in this case “Conserve and
reinforce’’ – actions that conserve distinctive features and features in good condition, and
strengthen and reinforce those features that may be vulnerable. Landscape actions are these
listed at the base of the policy sheet, these are divided into actions relating to landscape
features and built features.
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Figure 1.1

Regional Character Areas overlaid on an OS map
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Figure 1.2

Policy Zones overlaid on an OS map
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1.3

Policy Zones – Landscape Actions
For each of the Policy Zones a series of Policy sheets has been developed which detail a
landscape action for each Policy Zone. The landscape actions are defined as follows:Conserve – actions that encourage the conservation of distinctive features and features in
good condition.
Conserve and Reinforce – actions that conserve distinctive features and features in good
condition, and strengthen and reinforce those features that may be vulnerable.
Reinforce – actions that strengthen or reinforce distinctive features and patterns in the
landscape.
Conserve and Restore – actions that encourage the conservation of distinctive features in
good condition, whilst restoring elements or areas in poorer condition and removing or
mitigating detracting features.
Conserve and Create – actions that conserve distinctive features and features in good
condition, whilst creating new features or areas where they have been lost or are in poor
condition.
Restore – actions that encourage the restoration of distinctive features and the removal or
mitigation of detracting features.
Restore and Create – actions that restore distinctive features and the removal or mitigation
of detracting features, whilst creating new features or areas where they have been lost or are
in poor condition.
Reinforce and Create – actions that strengthen or reinforce distinctive features and patterns
in the landscape, whilst creating new features or areas where they have been lost or are in
poor condition.
Create – actions that create new features or areas where existing elements are lost or are in
poor condition.
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1.4

Introduction and Methodology
When applied to the landscape, the notion of “character” is not a concept that merely
concerns itself with aspects of scenic quality. The character of the landscape derives from a
complex interaction of a wide range of physiological and historical phenomena. These include
geology, topography, soils, ecology, archaeology, architecture, local customs and culture as
well as the pattern of land use, settlement and fields. It is the varied interaction between these
factors which produces the local and regional variations in character for which the English
landscape is famous. The diversity of that character is a central part of our landscape heritage
and vital to people’s appreciation and enjoyment of the countryside.
The landscape that we see today is a product of its historical evolution, reflecting the
underlying physical resource and the changing nature of human exploitation of the land. The
landscape will, of course, continue to change and evolve, reflecting the changing priorities
and demands that society places on it. Over recent decades, however, these priorities and
demands have often degraded rather than improved the fabric of the landscape. There is now
a general consensus that positive action is needed to reverse this trend, and that this should
place a high value on conserving and enhancing the inherent character and diversity of our
landscapes.
It is the responsibility of Local Authorities to undertake county and district level assessments
of the landscape character. These assessments play an integral role not only within the wider
planning framework, offering guidance from the outset with key aims and objectives to help
guide development, but during the planning process itself providing a useful tool and checklist
for both the local authority and the design team.
This landscape character assessment covers the District of Newark and Sherwood. It relates
to the evolving landscape character assessment for the whole of the county of
Nottinghamshire and other associated county wide documents including the Nottinghamshire
Local Biodiversity Action Plan and the Nottinghamshire Historic Landscape Characterisation.
The methodology for Nottinghamshire Landscape Character Assessment, prepared by
Nottinghamshire County Council [NCC], has been used to assess the landscape character of
Newark and Sherwood. A copy of the full methodology is contained at Appendix A. All
information contained at the introductory paragraphs within each of the following 5 chapters is
specific to Newark and Sherwood unless stated otherwise.

1.4.1

Context
Newark and Sherwood District covers two National Character Areas [NCAs] as defined by
Natural England; Trent and Belvoir Vales [48] and Sherwood [49]. At a county level, Regional
Character Areas [RCAs] have been defined by Nottinghamshire County Council. While these
relate to the NCAs, which cover much broader areas, they do not have exactly the same
boundaries and have been created using the ‘Living Landscapes Project’ methodology. This
is a GIS based process which is not only associated with the NCA work carried out by Natural
England but is an established methodology used by counties across the country, including
Derbyshire and Leicestershire both of which border Nottinghamshire. A total of five RCAs fall
within Newark and Sherwood; Sherwood, Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands, Trent Washlands,
East Nottinghamshire Sandlands and South Nottinghamshire Farmlands (Figure 1 shows
these character areas in the context of the whole District). Each RCA forms a separate
chapter within this Landscape Character Assessment. The RCAs are further divided into
Landscape Description Units [LDUs], these are homogenous units within the broader RCAs.
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1.4.2

Landscape Character Assessment
Within each Regional Character Area the LDUs are subdivided into manageable survey units
known as Landscape Character Parcels [LCPs]. Each LCP is assessed in terms of its
individual landscape character in accordance with the methodology. A photograph which is
representative of the character of each LCP is also taken and its location recorded. This
information is detailed on the Landscape Character Assessment field survey sheets for each
Regional Character Area which are included at the relevant Appendix D,E,F,G,H.

1.4.3

Draft Policy Zones
Following on from the Landscape Character Assessment of each LCP a number of Draft
Policy Zones [DPZs] are created using the completed survey information. Key characteristics
are tabulated to help determine which LCPs may or may not be grouped together to form a
DPZ, for instance LCPs with obvious similarities become one distinct DPZ. The DPZs
combine either one or more LCP depending upon the similarities of their attributes. A table
showing the derivation of each DPZ for each Regional Character Area is included at Appendix
J. [N.B. on the summary tables - under Landform/Landuse/Building Style etc. plain text
denotes dominant or prominent characteristics and italics denote apparent or insignificant
characteristics.]

1.4.4

Landscape Condition and Sensitivity Assessment
The DPZs are assessed in terms of their Landscape Condition and Sensitivity in accordance
with the methodology. This information is detailed on the Landscape Condition and Sensitivity
Assessment field survey sheets for each Regional Character Area, which are included at the
relevant Appendix M,N,O,P,Q, and forms the basis of the Landscape Policy for each Zone. It
is at this stage, once the survey process is complete, that the Draft Policy Zones become
Policy Zones.

1.4.5

Policy Zones
A series of Policy Sheets, one per Policy Zone, covering each Regional Character Area within
the District of Newark and Sherwood, have been produced and are set out within the relevant
chapters 2 – 6, these are supported by a plan showing the resultant Policy for each Zone.
Each Policy Sheet includes an overall character summary, specific characteristic features, a
matrix and summary of the landscape condition and sensitivity and a representative
photograph. Finally, a series of landscape actions is defined for each Policy Zone. An
overarching plan of all Policy Zones within Newark and Sherwood has also been produced
[Figure 3 and overlaid on an OS map Figure 4].
It should be noted that only the key heritage assets, which contribute to the wider character of
landscape, have been described within this document. Users of the document should check
with the planning authority’s specialist heritage teams on the content, nature and significance
of all heritage designation/sites for their area of interest.
Collectively these provide a Policy Framework for the conservation and restoration of
Sherwood, Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands, Trent Washlands, East Nottinghamshire
Sandlands and South Nottinghamshire Farmlands falling within Newark and Sherwood. This
framework will help to ensure that landscape character is reflected in the many decisions and
actions that affect its continuing evolution. The intention is not to fossilise change, but to
provide a context that will enable policy making, planning and landscape management
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decisions to be made which respect and sustain the diversity and character of our
countryside.

17

Newark and Sherwood
Landscape Character Assessment

3.0 The Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands Chapter

Newark and Sherwood Council

Chapter 3 Mid Nottinghamshire Farmlands
2.0

The Mid Nottinghamshire Farmlands Regional Landscape Character Area

3.1

Physical and Human Influences

2-9

3.2

Visual Character of the Landscape

10-21

3.3

Landscape Evolution and Change

22-27

3.4

Landscape Policy Sheets 13 – 41
(only the 30 within Newark and Sherwood District)

28-131

3.5

Species List

132

Figures
1

Landscape Character Areas and Policy Zones

Intro page 7

2

Landscape Character Areas and Policy Zones overlaid on an OS map

Intro page 8

3

Landscape Actions for each Policy Zone

Intro page 10

4

Landscape Actions overlaid on an OS map

Intro page 11

Newark and Sherwood Landscape Character Assessment
Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands

3.0 MID-NOTTINGHAMSHIRE FARMLANDS
3.1 PHYSICAL AND HUMAN INFLUENCES
Introduction

The Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands forms a discrete area within Nottinghamshire, extending
in a broad band from the edge of Nottingham north to the Idle Lowlands. It is bounded to the
west by the Sherwood region and to the east by the lowlands of the Trent Washlands. Small
nucleated villages, isolated farmsteads and quiet country lanes are important components of
the region’s character, along with undulating landform, hedged fields and woodland. These
features, and the fact that the area is dominated by agriculture, ensure that the region has a
traditional rural character. This is reflected in the pattern of settlement and enclosure.

The Shape of the Land

The Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands is closely associated with a broad belt of Triassic rocks
that run northwards through the length of the Bassetlaw to Gringley-on-the-Hill and Misterton.
These rocks comprise two formations: Waterstones, consisting of thinly bedded sandstones
and siltstones separated by layers of mudstone, and the Mercia Mudstone [formerly known as
the Keuper Marl] comprising a great thickness of stratified reddish mudstones with occasional
bands of hard sandstone, known locally as “skerry”. Both formations are overlain by alluvial
and fluvio-glacial drift in the Idle Lowlands, which borders the region to the north and northwest. This covering of drift also extends along the Trent Valley to the east.

Like the rock formations above and below it, the Mercia Mudstone gives rise to a low rolling
escarpment that slopes gently eastwards in general conformity with the underlying bedrock. A
well-marked scarp slope overlooks the Sherwood Sandstone along the western edge of the
outcrop. The Waterstones form the lower, and on the whole gentler, portion of this slope,
while the upper, and often much steeper, slope is composed of Mercia Mudstone, with its
more resistant skerry bands. These bands, where they are well-developed, give rise to a
much more varied and undulating topography as well as giving added prominence to the
scarp slope.

Owing to the impervious nature of the underlying mudstones, the escarpment has become
heavily dissected by numerous streams, each occupying a well-defined valley. Many of these
valleys are floored by alluvium, especially in the central part of the region to the east of
Tuxford, where the dip slope has a more subdued relief. South of this area an increasing
number of streams have cut through the Mercia Mudstone to expose the underlying

LCA Newark & Sherwood
Nov 2009

3

Newark and Sherwood Landscape Character Assessment
Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands
Waterstones. The various becks and streams occupy shallower valleys, than those south of
the district.
Soils [to be read in conjunction with Figures 8 and 9 in appendices]

Dark brown stoney clay loam or clay soils cover most of the region’s land surface. Dark
reddish brown sandy silt loam and clay loam soils occur on the lower beds of the Mercia
Mudstone group to the west. Dark brown clay loam and silty clay loam soils are found on
gentler slopes in the east, where the mudstone is overlain by thin fine loamy or fine silty drift.
Tongues of reddish/greyish river alluvium are found in the beck valleys. Stoney soils can be
found where the skerries come close to the surface.

Landscape History

Little can be said about the early history of the landscape of the Mid-Nottinghamshire
Farmlands. The clay soils of the Mercia Mudstones are not on the whole sympathetic to the
production of cropmarks, the results of differential crop growth over buried ditches, pits and
other features which have revolutionised our understanding of the prehistoric and Roman
periods in other regions such as the Trent Washlands and Sherwood. The rural character and
remoteness of much of this region has also contributed to a lack of study and survey. In
consequence, the archaeology of the Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands depends almost
entirely upon objects recovered from the surface of ploughed fields and earthworks, which
have to be interpreted against the wider background of landscape history deduced from
evidence elsewhere.

The presence of people during prehistory is witnessed by stone tools, manufacturing debris
and metal objects occasionally recovered after ploughing. It is reasonable to assume that the
Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands will have been no less attractive to hunter-gathering groups
and early farmers than other regions in Bassetlaw, and that these will have had a comparable
effect upon the woodland which developed after the end of the Ice Age. The composition of
that woodland may be assumed to have varied with local soils and topography and to have
been dominated by a mixture of oak, lime, ash and hazel. As human settlement consolidated
and expanded, this woodland will have been increasingly cleared and its composition altered.

By the Roman period it is likely that most of the woodland will have been cleared and the land
placed under cultivation. This is the conclusion to which the crop-mark evidence of the Trent
Valley and the Sherwood Sandstones points; indeed it might be thought that the development
of the Roman landscape on the relatively infertile soils of the Sherwood Sandstones is
indicative that the better lands of the Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands had already been
taken. It may be significant also that the Roman landscapes of the Sherwood Sandstones and
the Trent Valley, on either side of the Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands, share characteristics

LCA Newark & Sherwood
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indicating large-scale planning. In both, crop marks reveal blocks of rectangular fields,
enclosures and trackways, and, in both, these are orientated in much the same way. It might
not be unreasonable to assume, therefore, that these field systems were part of one
landscape, stretching across the Sherwood Sandstone, the Mercia Mudstones and the
gravels of the Trent Valley. That we know about this landscape on the Sherwood Sandstone
and in the Trent Valley only, and are largely ignorant of the details of the Mid-Nottinghamshire
Farmlands in the Roman period, may be attributed to the limitations on the discovery of
evidence which have prevailed on the clays of the Mercia Mudstones. Where evidence is
available it is striking. In Laxton, Roman material has come from no fewer than seven
locations within the parish, indicating a number of farms and at least one villa. Other villas are
known at Tuxford. Similarly, a quantity of Roman material has come from Darlton and South
Wheatley. All of these have the common feature of having been looked at more closely
because they are centres of interest. If the density of settlement implied by the evidence from
Laxton, in the heart of the highest clay lands, is any guide then there is no reason to believe
other than that the Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands was as well populated and its landscape
as well developed as anywhere else during the Roman period.

It is clear that the end of the Roman period brought great change, but we know little to provide
detail of how this came about. Population decline and changes in social organisation,
th

th

beginning in the Roman period and continuing into the 5 and 6 centuries, led to a retraction
in cultivation and a refocusing of settlement towards the more easily worked land. The
woodland regenerated on a large scale. Although there are a few objects of early AngloSaxon date from the region, there is at present little to suggest that the immigrants coming
into South Nottinghamshire and the Trent Valley were initially interested in moving into the
interior of the Mercia Mudstones. However, there is no evidence that this was a period of
collapse and abandonment; on the contrary there are hints that Roman structures and
settlement patterns endured. It is possible that the part of Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands
within Bassetlaw was initially incorporated into the early kingdom of Lindsey, which had
British rather than Saxon origins. This might be the implication of some estates structures
later recorded in Domesday Book and of the pattern of warfare between Mercia and
th

Northumbria in the 7 century, in which Lindsey was a pawn. Particularly, significance must
be attached to the mass baptism of the people of Lindsey by the missionary Paulinus at
Tiowulfingacaester in 627. Tiowulfingacaester is identified as Littleborough, on the Trent in
the adjacent Trent Washlands. This baptism was as much a political statement as a religious
event and choice of site was undoubtedly intended to be symbolic of royal overlordship on
both sides of the Trent. This would have been a pointless site had there not been a population
in the Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands.

The changes to the landscape of the Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands were probably
piecemeal and gradual. A number of place names refer to woodland but other activities are
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reflected on occasion, for example, “Wheatley” implies the cultivation of wheat in a clearing
amongst woodland. The woodland which developed in the immediately post-Roman period is
unlikely to have been left to nature. It will have been a valuable source for common grazing,
gathering food, timber and wood. It will have been managed to one degree or another.

Current models of Early and Middle Saxon settlement patterns are of dispersed farms and
some larger settlements, not dissimilar to the basic pattern of later prehistory and the Roman
th

th

period. By the 9 century, and more particularly from the 10 century, under the pressures of
a rising population and the growing powers of local landlords this dispersed pattern began to
be replaced by one of nucleated villages, with people grouping together around the farm of
the local lord or in other geographically favoured locations. Whether as a result of this process
or as a product of earlier loss of population and reorganisation, the Mid-Nottinghamshire
Farmlands developed a settlement pattern which was particularly geared to the use of local
resources. Most of the settlements exploiting the region in fact lay on its fringes or even
outside it. On the south and east, the villages lay on the gravels of the Trent Washlands
where the best soils for cultivation were and where there was easy access to the meadows
and pastures of the Trent flood plain. On the west, villages were frequently sited at the
junction of the Mercia Mudstones and the Sherwood Sandstones, where the mixture of clay
and sand in the soils again provided better tillage and the heaths of the sandstone provided
open pastures. Although not insignificant in number, comparatively few communities occupied
the heart of the clay land, often choosing sites in valleys, beside watercourses where soils on
slopes were better drained. The territories of the peripheral communities ran back up onto the
clays, to include the woodland resources here, while those within the core of the Mercia
Mudstones developed more or less concentric patterns of land use, with the fields closest to
the village, pastures beyond the fields and then woodland. The landscape of the MidNottinghamshire Farmlands in the Later Saxon and Early Mediaeval periods, then, was one of
communities and farmland separated by blocks and ribbons of woodland. In many instances,
as later documentary references and the intricacy of boundary lines show, this woodland
served the communities on either side of it as common grazing.

This is the picture of the Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands which can be seen in Domesday
Book, a mixture of large and small communities with arable to match, much woodland and
very little meadow. Most of the woodland was recorded as wood pasture, although there was
a significant group of underwood (coppiced woods) in the north of the region. Domesday
Book also shows that expansion of settlement into the woodlands was well under way due the
recording of place names.
th

th

With rising population, this expansion continued in the 12 and 13 centuries. Villages grew
and new settlements appeared. Arable fields were expanded at the expense of the woodland,
which was further degraded by grazing. In common with the other wooded regions of the
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district, parks were enclosed to conserve game and provide sport for the king and nobility.
Indeed, for several generations the whole of the Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands was
included under Forest Law, until it was deforested by Henry III in 1286. At Darlton, King John
enclosed a park and built a hunting lodge at Kingshaugh, cutting across the rights of pasture
in the wood which belonged to the villagers of Darlton and Ragnall. As their names often
indicate, particularly in the Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands, parks usually took in an area of
woodland, but usually this was soon modified by clearances for grazing and even cultivation.
This was the seed of the common fate of many parks in the later Middle Ages, to be
converted into farmland.

The Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands has the distinction of being home to the archetype of
midland mediaeval villages, at Laxton. The famous map of the parish, drawn up in 1635,
gives a strong idea of the landscape here during the Middle Ages. There, on the slope above
the stream, was the village, dominated by the castle which stood immediately behind it to the
north. North and west of the castle was a small park with an orchard, fishponds, and horse
and hay paddocks, more for exercise and pleasure than hunting, which will have taken place
in East Park Wood along the north east of the parish continuous with Egmanton Wood, and in
Hartshorn, a large block of wood pasture on the southern side of the community. East, west,
south west and south of the village were the open fields. The East Field and the one to the
south west, Mill Field, are likely to have been the original arable, to be joined by the West
th

Field possibly during the 12 century. The South Field was the last to be created early in the
th

13 century. Along the stream as it ran across the top of the South Field were the principal
meadows of the community, with other areas of meadow on the sykes, unploughed strips
alongside the other arms of the Radbeck and more minor streams running through the open
fields. Unploughed wide verges beside the trackways through the parish were also managed
as meadow. Beyond the fields there was in 1635 a zone of enclosed fields, then under grass.
The names of these closes clearly indicate, as much as their position, that they were cut out
of the woodland, probably in the piecemeal process of clearance known as assarting.
Whether these assarts were originally intended for arable or pasture cannot be ascertained.
Either would have been appropriate, although some theories about land organisation might
suggest pasture. One area of pasture was the common, on the north-western tip of the parish.
This too was originally woodland, as its name “Westwood Common” implies, part of a
substantial wood contiguous with that of Wellow and Ompton. Hartshorn also was probably
grazed. At the opposite, north-eastern, end of the parish was a separate, off-shoot
community, Laxton Moorhouse. This settlement developed its own set of open fields, but
some of its occupants farmed strips in the South Field also. Finally, as will have been
apparent already, the margins of Laxton were substantially wooded with Westwood,
Hartshorn, woodland between Laxton and Moorhouse north of the meadows, and East Park
Wood all in the vicinity.
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By 1300 plough lands in the Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands were at their maximum extent.
Under pressure from a high population almost any land that could produce a crop was
cultivated. In Laxton, poorer, wetter land normally used for meadow, including sykes, was
ploughed. But the climate was deteriorating and in 1349 the Black Death arrived, ushering in
a period of protracted difficulty. The Black Death and repeated visitations of plague during the
th

14 century reduced the national population by over one third, and it appears that the MidNottinghamshire Farmlands bore its share of this loss. With reduced population and social
change, there was a turning away from arable production. Marginal plough lands and
pastures were restored to grassland, leaving ridge and furrow on the sykes at Laxton, and
open field rotations were reorganised to allow for larger fallows, temporary grass and the
creation of closes of more permanent grass. Vacant tenancies were engrossed into occupied
farms, creating more differential between large and small farms. With land exchanges, the
tendency for larger farms to be made up of consolidated blocks of land within the open fields
th

th

grew. Overall, the 15 and 16 centuries saw the establishment of convertible husbandry,
with a more balanced, mixed farming regime.

Some communities were so weakened by the difficulties of the later 14

th

and early 15

th

centuries that their viability was completely undermined. The Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands
saw a number of villages either completely or virtually disappear, in the course of the later
th

th

15 and 16 centuries. Some of these were settlements of considerable antiquity. A number
were the more marginal communities developed in the centuries of expansion from the 10

th

century on. Although at least 13 communities failed in this period and many other villages
shrank in size, the majority survived. The open field system was inherently flexible and could
be readily adapted to changes in economic need, with areas being taken in and out of
cultivation according to market demands. The economy of the Mid-Nottinghamshire
Farmlands thus remained one of mixed farming, still with quantities of arable, until well into
th

the 20 century.

However, doubtless because of the resilience of the open field system and the swings in
demand and profitability, which never quite made one agricultural strategy preferable to
another, and made landowners think twice about the expense of enclosure, society here was
inclined to be conservative. This is illustrated by the long endurance of bare fallows. The land
itself also imposed certain restrictions on development. With the onset of colder, wetter
th

conditions in the later 13 century the clay soils of the Mercia Mudstones had become that
much more difficult to work and crop yields had declined. This was probably a significant
factor in the demise of some communities in the 15

th

th

and 16

centuries and remained a

th

problem until the 19 century.

Although there was an amount of piecemeal enclosure, the Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands
were not generally enclosed until the later 18
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agricultural improvement, when open fields were seen as anachronistic and an impediment to
progress, and enclosure was promoted through Acts of Parliament to overcome any
objectors. Laid out by surveyors, the field systems created through Parliamentary enclosure
tend to be larger and more regular than those of preceding centuries, although in these clay
lands the long-established physical frameworks of the open fields had to be taken into
account. Nevertheless, it was still an expensive business and took time to become general.
The clay fields of Rampton were still unenclosed in 1835, and North Wheatley and parks at
Treswell and Askham were enclosed the following year. At Laxton enclosure has never been
completed. Behind this pattern lies the fact that at the end of the 18

th

century the Mid-

Nottinghamshire Farmlands was regarded as backward in agricultural terms and farming was
less profitable than in other regions.

The retraction of arable in the 15

th

th

and 16

centuries undoubtedly saw an expansion of

woodland particularly in the southern half of the region. To this was added the planting
associated with the parks and gardens around the houses of the nobility and gentry laid out
th

during the succeeding centuries. During the 19 century plantations were added throughout
the region both for timber and as game coverts, particularly in peripheral areas of parishes.
th

th

During the 18 and 19 centuries also, the villages were rebuilt in brick. Beginning in earlier
centuries with the houses of the nobility and gentry, it became usual for the humblest of
th

dwellings to be built in brick by the end of the 18 century. Gradually over the course of these
two centuries the old style timber frame buildings of mud and stud construction and thatched
roofs were replaced or encased in brick with tile roofs. Local clay pits were often the source of
the bricks. The new farms of the enclosed landscapes created in the late 18

th

th

and 19

centuries, standing apart from the old villages, were built in brick. Since they were newly
established at a time when agriculture was making new strides they often replicate the “model
farm” concept with outbuildings and farmhouse convenient to one another around a
quadrangle.
th

The advent of piped under-soil drainage during the mid 19 century and enclosure brought
improvements to the region. The farming regime remained mixed, however, with extensive
crop rotation on a field-by-field basis. Some new crops were tried, hops being a big business
th

in the late 18 century, but in the main it was the traditional arable-livestock balance that
prevailed. With the collapse of grain prices caused by foreign importation in the late 19

th

century, this balance swung towards animal husbandry, with more grassland and feed crops.
Apart from a temporary swing towards arable during the First World War, this remained the
situation until the 1940s. Post-war government and EEC agricultural policies then placed
emphasis on arable, resulting in a marked decline in livestock. This has produced
th

th

considerable landscape change as many 18 and 19 century enclosure hedges and many
earlier ones have been uprooted to enable the use of large machinery.
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While it would be easy to believe that the modern landscape of the Mid-Nottinghamshire
Farmlands is the product of the last few hundred years, this would be a complete misreading
of what it has to tell us. It is not only at Laxton that a long history may be seen in the village,
its fields and its woods, and a comparable longevity in the shapes and features of the
countryside is apparent throughout the region. Even the relative openness of the landscape in
the north of the district is an ancient characteristic.
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3.2 VISUAL CHARACTER OF THE LANDSCAPE
Introduction

The Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands is an area of undulating landscape with a distinctively
rural, agricultural character. Arable farming is the predominant land use on the clay soils,
where mixed farming prevails. The historical pattern of land use and settlement is influenced
by the physical characteristics of the region, particularly its soils. It is also influenced by its
geographical relationship with adjacent regions where different physical conditions occur.
Many villages have been established along the margins of the Mercia Mudstone outcrop
where a wider range of physical resources is accessible. A more limited range of resources
has historically been available to the inhabitants of the central parts of the region,
consequently a sparser settlement pattern is evident.

The region is relatively remote from major population centres and has a well-defined and
largely undeveloped rural character. Industry is of little significance save for the occasional
clay quarry and brick works. A number of main highways cross the area, but typically roads
are narrow country lanes linking the scattered nucleated settlements. The villages are well
integrated into the surrounding countryside with small-scale field patterns, unimproved
pastures, species-rich hedgerows and remnant orchards forming common features along their
edges.

A characteristic of the Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands is the strong sense of enclosure which
exists over most of the region. Field patterns have remained largely intact although they have
become somewhat eroded in the most intensively farmed areas, especially to the north and
east. Ancient hedgerows are scattered throughout, hedgerow trees are usually ash and oak
and have a localised importance in the landscape.

The landscape has a generally well-wooded character except over tracts of land to the far
north and east. Woodlands tend to be mainly deciduous or mixed and are typically small to
medium in size. A special feature of the area is the many ancient woodlands, often
prominently sited on hilltops and rising ground. Scattered pockets of parkland add to this wellwooded character, along with the many tree-lined streams which drain the area from west to
east.
The Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands can be subdivided into three distinct landscape types.
These have been classified generically which means that, theoretically, the landscape types
could occur at any location within the country where there are similar physical resources and
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historical patterns of land use. In reality the landscape types possess a distinctively local
character, because they share the broad characteristics of the regional character area, or
represent a particular aspect of that character.

Type 1 - Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands

1A – Kirton Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands
1B – Egmanton Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands
1C – Scarthingmoor Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands
1D – Wellow Park Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands
1E – Laxton Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands
1F – Ossington Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands
1G – Wellow Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands
1H – Norwell Woodhouse with Ancient Woodlands
1I – Maplebeck Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands
1J – Brail Wood Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands
1K – Caunton Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands
1L – Knapthorpe Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands
1M – Eakring Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands
1N – Halam Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands
1O – Thurgarton Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands
1P – Epperstone Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands
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A varied undulating arable landscape characterised by remnant ancient woodlands and small
rural villages
Characteristic features
•

Varied undulating topography

•

Ancient woodlands, often prominently sited on hill tops

•

Well-defined pattern of hedged fields

•

Streams defined by lines of trees and permanent pasture

•

Traditional pattern of farms and small rural villages

•

Red brick buildings with pantile roofs

•

Quiet country lanes

•

Small remnant orchards and permanent pastures around villages
Landscape description
From Southwell, the Village Farmlands with
Ancient Woodlands extend northwards to
the division with the Carrland landscapes of
the Meadowlands, close to the village of
Gringley on the Hill. Above Tuxford these
landscapes are confined to the higher ground
along the western edge of the Mudstone
outcrop. The landscape has a distinctively well-wooded, enclosed rural character where
arable cultivation is the dominant land use and settlements are typically nucleated villages of
traditional style or isolated farmsteads.
Landform is often a distinctive feature, allowing middle distance views of wooded horizons
over the gently undulating farmlands. The pattern of hedged fields and woodlands is the
principal visual elements of the landscape and helps to define the character of the Wooded
Farmlands. The woodlands are small to medium in size and are distributed throughout the
area, particularly on hill tops and rising ground. Deciduous and mixed woodlands dominate. A
special feature of the area is the large number of ancient woodlands, for example at Redgate,
Wellow, Cheveral and Treswell Woods.
The field pattern is still intact and well-defined, although it has been eroded in places, leading,
in some areas, to the feeling of enclosure giving way to a more open character. Hedges
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enclosing the large arable fields are generally intensively managed and therefore short and
gappy. Hedges around the smaller, pasture fields tend to be less intensively managed and
are often important visual features. Ancient hedgerows are scattered throughout, usually
along roadsides, green lanes or close to ancient woodland sites. There is a variable
distribution of hedgerow trees, which can be dominant in some areas and more sparsely
distributed in others. Ash and oak are the species most commonly found.
The pattern of arable farming is interspersed with areas of permanent pasture, but these are
localised and generally associated with settlement or watercourses. Ridge and furrow fields
are found occasionally. Streams traverse much of the area and are often lined with willow,
ash, alder and hawthorn, giving them significance in the landscape. Some of the riparian
willows are old pollards. The Beck, which runs from east of Eakring through Caunton and
Norwell towards the River Trent, has a particularly strong riparian character afforded by the
trees on its banks and the corridor of grassland running alongside.
There are a number of special and historic landscape features found within the Wooded
Farmlands, notably Laxton Open Field System. Here three large open fields, edged by grass
sykes, are still farmed on the medieval strip farming system. Pockets of mature parkland also
occur, adding to the well-wooded character. Winkburn is one of the most notable examples,
where specimen trees in permanent pasture include oak, horse chestnut and lime. Clumps of
trees and blocks of deciduous woodland add to the parkland feel.
The settlements of the Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands are nucleated red brick and
pantile villages. These are small in size with predominantly traditional dwellings and only a
limited amount of new build. Some settlements have remnant orchards associated with them,
generally in permanent pasture fields. Isolated red brick and pantile farmsteads are also a
feature throughout. The settlements are linked by a network of roads and rural lanes. The
traditional settlements and country lanes add to the overall rural character of the landscape.
The Wooded Farmlands are a remote rural area that has been relatively unaffected by urban
and industrial development. The Ollerton-Marnham Power Station mineral line and Butterley
Brick works near Kirton have a localised impact. Probably more intrusive are the lines of
pylons which dominate some areas. Industrial activity to the west in the Sherwood region and
to the east in the Trent Washlands is sometimes visible in the distance.
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Type 4 - Village Farmlands

4A – Kirklington Village Farmlands
4B – Upton Village Farmlands
4C – Hockerton Village Farmlands
4D – Halam Village Farmlands
4E – Halloughton Village Farmlands
4F – Lambley Village Farmlands

A gently rolling agricultural landscape with a simple pattern of large arable fields and village
settlements
Characteristic features
•

Gently rolling topography

•

Simple pattern of large arable fields

•

Nucleated settlement pattern of villages and isolated farmsteads

•

Small-scale pastoral landscapes and remnant orchards around settlements

•

Lines of willow and other riparian trees along streams

•

Open views to the Trent Valley, power stations and pylons
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Landscape description
The Village Farmlands extend from Tuxford in the south to Misterton in the north, along the
eastern side of the Mercia Mudstone outcrop. These gently undulating, late enclosure
landscapes dip slowly eastwards to the lower-lying Trent Washlands region. The landscapes
are dominated by a simple pattern of large arable fields and nucleated village settlement.
Other key features include hedgerow trees, small woods and tree-lined streams.
The topography is undulating in the west, flattening out in the east as it runs down towards the
Trent Valley terraces. The low level of tree cover and easterly dip slope ensure that there are
frequent views to the river valley and the power stations, including West Burton and Cottam.
Settlements are a mixture of large and small
villages and scattered farmsteads. The larger
villages are found in the north and south,
adjacent to the area’s main roads. Tuxford and
Misterton are examples of such villages,
comprising

vernacular

buildings,

modern

dwellings and small amounts of peripheral light
industry. The smaller, more rural villages are linked by a network of lanes. They typically
consist of red brick and pantile houses with little new build and no industry. Small areas of
permanent pasture and occasional remnant orchards occur in association with the village
settlement. A concentration of villages occurs on the eastern boundary of the Village
Farmlands, along the margin of the Trent Washlands. Isolated farmsteads are also a feature
of the landscape, particularly within the more remote central areas where they form an
integral part of the area’s traditional agricultural character.
The character of the Village Farmlands is almost completely dominated by arable farming.
This is reflected by the pattern of large fields which are enclosed by low, intensively managed
hedgerows. Despite intensive management the field pattern remains the most visually
important feature in the landscape. Hedges are usually hawthorn but a few species-rich
hedgerows do occur. Hedgerow trees are scattered ash and oak which have a localised
significance.
Woodlands are small, usually deciduous and occur infrequently. Where they do occur they
are of local importance. Perhaps more frequent are the becks that drain the area towards the
Trent, examples of which are North Beck and Lee Beck. Where these are tree-lined they
enjoy some prominence in otherwise open landscapes. Ash, willow and hawthorn are
common beckside species
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Industrial influences are present in this landscape but are localised. The southern part is
affected by developments associated with the A1, the service area around Markham Moor
being especially busy. The proliferation of pylons and cables in the Normanton-on-Trent and
Weston area has a significant local impact and further north, near Sturton-le-Steeple, the
pylons become dominant once again.
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3.3 LANDSCAPE EVOLUTION AND CHANGE
Introduction

This section examines the main forces that have brought about change and evolution within
the Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands over recent decades. It does this by discussing how the
current structure and pattern of land use has developed, paying particular regard to
agriculture, woodland, transport, industrial/residential development and mineral extraction. It
also considers the trends and pressures that may produce landscape change in the future.

Agriculture

The economy of the region is dominated by agriculture with most farmland being of medium
agricultural quality. Pockets of higher quality land occur to the west and east of the region on
loamy drift and in the alluvial valley bottoms.

A large proportion of the farmland in the region is under arable rotation. Wheat is by far the
most frequent crop, with barley a close second. The local climate and the nature of the soil
mean that autumn sown crops are usually a more feasible option than those sown in spring.
Peas and root crops such as sugar beet and potatoes are grown as part of rotations on the
lighter, higher quality agricultural land.

The main change in agricultural practice since the Second World War has been the swing
from a mixed agricultural economy to one dominated by arable farming, with an associated
increase in holding size. The scale of permanent pasture has vastly reduced since 1939. The
majority of pastures are now found south of the district and elsewhere along watercourses
and settlement edges. Traditionally cattle farming was widespread and in the 1930s strong
corridors of pasture flanked most of the beck valleys. The character of these features has
changed with significant areas now used for cropping. A change in grassland management
has also occurred, present day management being more intensive and often involving two or
more annual silage crops compared to the un-intensive hay crop taken 50 years ago.

Wheat has remained constant as the dominant arable crop since the 1930s. Oats, once a
frequent component of arable rotations in the region, have become much less common, and
superseded in importance by barley. Root crops, then as now, play a small role as break
crops. Clover was widely planted as a break crop in the 1930s, being second only to wheat in
terms of arable area. Clover crops are now uncommon with oilseed rape and field beans
taking their place.
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Horticulture has a similar distribution now to that of the 1930s, although it is much reduced in
area. Small areas of horticulture are scattered through the region, occupying a small
percentage of the total farmed area. A major change in the rural economy has been
associated with the dramatic decrease in the area of orchard land. In the 1930s expansive
orchards were found in the region with concentrations occurring around North Wheatley [101
ha] and Tuxford [162ha]. Remnant orchards are, however, a feature of many of the smaller
village settlements and are suggestive of their past importance to the local land-based
economy.

Woodland/Tree Cover

The Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands is a relatively well-wooded landscape containing many
deciduous woodlands and a high proportion of the County’s ancient semi-natural woodland.
At the beginning of the present millennium the region was the most wooded part of
Nottinghamshire despite the presence of Sherwood Forest to the west. However, in more
recent times large-scale planting in Sherwood has meant that the area has been overtaken in
terms of the proportion of woodland that it contains. Small and medium woodlands are
scattered throughout although in the north and east, woodlands are less common.

Deciduous woodland is the dominant woodland type across the region and includes a
relatively high number of ancient semi-natural woodlands. These vary in size from the small,
linear woods along the valleys to the large blocks of woodland like Wellow Park, which is 130
ha in extent. Ash, field maple, hazel, oak, hawthorn and wych elm are typical deciduous
woodland species.

Between 1920 and the present day there has been a slight but perceptible change in the
nature of woodland cover in the region. Agricultural intensification has led to a number of
established woodlands being cleared or reduced in size. However, many new woodlands
have been planted, often small ones of less than one hectare. The end result is that since the
1920s there has been an overall increase in the hectare-age of woodland in the region but a
decrease in the area of ancient semi-natural woodland.

Dutch elm disease had a major impact upon the landscape during the period 1960-1980,
leading to the loss of virtually all hedge and roadside elms. Despite this loss hedgerow trees
still form an important component of the region’s tree cover, with ash, oak and willow the
dominant species.
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Transportation

A small number of main roads affect the region, crossing the area in a west to east direction.
These are linked to the rural settlements by a comprehensive network of country lanes. The
A1 and A57 are the only trunk roads and these converge at the busy Markham Moor
roundabout on the western fringe of the region.

Running parallel to the A1 is the main London railway line. The Gainsborough-Sheffield rail
link traverses the northern half of the region and a freight link to Cottam power station spurs
off this to the east. A further freight line bisects the area south of Tuxford linking Ollerton to
High Marnham power station.

Urban and Industrial Development
The main urban areas within the district are centred on Nottingham and Newark.

Past

industrial and residential expansion of these areas has led to the coalescence of outlying
villages and the loss of historical settlement pattern and rural character.
The Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands is a sparsely populated region, the settlement pattern
is formed by numerous small nucleated villages and isolated farmsteads. Large-scale new
development has been relatively well controlled so that the region’s rural character, and the
historic settlement pattern of small red brick villages, is still intact.
There is a continuing demand for land to accommodate new housing within Nottinghamshire.
The East Midlands Regional Plan (Adopted March 09) defines 5 Principal Urban Areas
(PUAs) which include Nottingham. These are settlement conurbations that can develop into
sustainable urban communities where people will wish to work and invest. Sub Regional
Centres (SRGs) are also identified which include Newark in the Northern sub area. These
perform a complementary role to the PUAs and have potential to accommodate further
growth.
The plan identifies 14,800 new dwellings to be provided within Newark and Sherwood District.
Within the Plan, New Growth Points, including Newark, are designated where there is
considered to be the potential to accelerate the delivery of new housing. The Newark Growth
Point is centred around the Newark Urban Area (which is made up of the built-up areas of
Newark, Balderton and Fernwood.), parts of which are located in the Mid-Nottinghamshire
Farmlands. It is therefore likely that a large proportion of new housing and employment
development will be focused in and around the Newark Urban Area.
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Limited provision will be made for residential development in other selected towns and
villages as identified in the Local Development Frameworks.
East Midlands Regional policy also seeks to focus economic activity to, and adjacent to,
Principal Urban Areas and Sub Regional Centres, since they have the greater needs and
greater potential in terms of available labour and services. Provision will also be made for a
limited amount of employment development in towns and villages as identified in Local
Development Frameworks.
Although new developments are being confined to the existing urban areas where possible, it
is clear that economic and social factors will continue to exert pressure on rural areas of the
region and it is likely that the demand for rural housing will continue to grow, driven by the
increasing number of people who want to live in a rural location. The rehabilitation and
conversion of old farm buildings to high quality residential dwellings is now widespread. If the
trend continues there may be further consequences for the future pattern and character of the
rural landscape.
Employment development will also be directed toward the built-up areas of the region. In the
rural areas planning permission will not be granted for employment development unless
associated with the agricultural or mineral sectors, or for the expansion of an existing
business.
Present local planning policies allow for the granting of planning permission for the conversion
of agricultural and other rural buildings in the countryside to small-scale employment uses,
provided that they help to diversify the rural economy. Continued uncertainty in the
agricultural sector and declining incomes will ensure that rural tourism and farm diversification
play an increasing role in the economy of the area. This is likely to result in the conversion of
existing agricultural buildings, and in some cases demands for new built development. It is
likely that emerging Local Development Framework policies will take a broadly similar
approach as they are based on national Planning Policy.
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Minerals: sand and gravel

Industrial development and mineral extraction are closely linked within the region as a whole,
with most activity confined to the area south of the A1.

Clay quarrying and associated brickworks form the most important industrial activity with
Nottinghamshire supporting a locally significant brick manufacturing industry. Kirton is the
largest active clay pit in Nottinghamshire with a permitted area of 80 hectares, which will
eventually be partially landfilled and restored to agricultural use. Kirton clay pit provides both
red-firing and cream-firing clays, the former accounting for about 90% of demand. Reserves
of cream clay are located in the south east of the pit within a separate working area. Reserves
of cream clay should be sufficient until at least 2030. It is estimated that red clay reserves will
be exhausted by 2009.

The pit is being progressively reclaimed back to agriculture by

reprofiling the land.

Oil has been found in the carboniferous sandstone which underlies the Mercia Mudstone.
Active fields in the region are to be found at Kirklington, Egmanton, South Leverton,
Bevercotes [Farleys Wood] and Beckingham in the north. In landscape terms winning oil is
not very obtrusive as the necessary landtake is small. The plant is minimal and is generally
screened by low earth mounds and/ or trees. Following exploitation, land is restored to its
former use. It is likely that further exploration for oil will take place in the area.
Energy
The power generating industry warrants separate consideration due to its enormous impact
on the landscape of the region. There are two functioning coal-fired power stations located in
the Trent Washlands, Cottam, and West Burton.

(High Marnham has now been

decommissioned). Their combined output amounts to 20% of the UK’s generating capacity.
The proximity of productive coalfields, a good water supply, adequate communications and
favourable topography were the main economic factors in their siting, coal is now imported
from outside the region.
The power stations and associated web of high voltage power lines constitute the most
dominant and visually intrusive landscape features within and out-with the MidNottinghamshire Farmlands.
National Power are currently constructing a power station at Staythorpe on a redundant
energy site. This will be a combined cycle gas turbine station (CCGT). It will produce enough
electricity to power around 2 million homes. This is in line with the former Structure Plan
policies for use and re-use of existing energy sites. The nature, location and scale of further
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developments will be dependent on future national and international economic factors. It is
likely, however, that the development of gas powered plants will proceed, gradually replacing
coal production capacity and reducing the life expectancy of existing power generation plant.
Renewable Energy
National policy is placing a greater emphasis on the promotion of renewable energy sources,
such as wind-farms. The East Midlands Regional Plan states that by 2020, at least 20% of
electricity supplied in the East Midlands should be provided from renewable energy sources.
Currently, the figure is just 2%.
Regional policy encourages planning authorities to develop plans and strategies to promote
and encourage (rather than restrict) the use of renewable energy resources. There are likely
to be future applications for the location of wind-farms in the East Nottinghamshire Sandlands.
These structures have the potential to change the landscape character of the MidNottinghamshire Farmlands, particularly the more sparsely settled northern areas.
A Wind Farm of five turbines has been granted planning for a 25 year operational period on
the land at Stonish Hill and the former Bilsthorpe colliery, near the village of Eakring. It is
likely, therefore, that the power generation industry will continue to be a dominant feature of
the region.
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3.4 LANDSCAPE POLICY SHEETS
Landscape Character Parcels

The Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands region has been divided into 62 Landscape Description
Units [LDUs] of which 37 fall within the Newark and Sherwood District [Figure 16]. These
were then subdivided into 40 Landscape Character Parcels [LCPs] [Figure 17]. The
completed Landscape Character Assessment field survey sheets are included at Appendix
B5. This information was then tabulated to help determine the Draft Policy Zone [DPZ]
boundaries in preparation for the Landscape Condition and Sensitivity survey contained at
section 5.4.

Draft Policy Zones

Following on from the Landscape Character Assessment of each LCP a total of 28 Draft
Policy Zones [DPZs] were created [Figure 18]. A table showing the derivation of each DPZ is
included at Appendix C5. A subsequent Landscape Condition and Sensitivity Assessment
was then undertaken of each DPZ, this information is detailed on the Landscape Condition
and Sensitivity field survey sheets which are included at Appendix D5.
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MN PZ 37 Halam Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands
Land Cover Parcels: MN67
Policy: Conserve
Character Summary
An area of rolling and undulating topography resulting in medium to long distance views towards
frequently wooded skylines, interrupted intermittently by pylons and power lines running east-west
to the south of the area. A predominantly arable agricultural landscape with medium to large scale
fields of irregular geometric pattern, smaller scale pastoral fields with some horseyculture are also
apparent, generally closer to settlements.
Settlements in the area are principally composed of isolated vernacular red brick farm houses. Part
of Halam village is included in the Policy Zone, and a number of Listed Buildings are present:
5 x Grade II
1 x Grade I
Boundaries to fields tend to be composed of well maintained hedgerows (patchy and fragmented in
places to some of the larger fields), with some outgrown hedgerow tree species occurring along the
line of hedgerows. Hedgerows to larger fields are predominantly Hawthorn, although hedgerows to
tracks and lanes can often be species-rich, including species such as Hawthorn, Oak, Ash, Rubus, Ilex,
Convolvulus, Elder, Rosehip, Hazel, Elm and Blackthorn. Some Bracken can be seen along roadsides
and within hedgerows. Post & rail fencing can be seen to the boundaries of the pastoral fields, with
some temporary electric fencing to areas of horseyculture – mainly to periphery of Halam and
around isolated farmhouses.
Fragmented blocks of mixed deciduous woodland occur throughout the area (Combs Wood, Bird
Wood, Margaret’s Spring, Shaftbecks Bank, Horsepasture Wood, Loath Hill, Jacksons Wood, Far Levs
Holt, Godson Plantation, Middlehey and Eatmoor Plantation), with some linear woodland towards
the west. Species tend to include Oak, Ash and some Horse Chestnut. One large block of Beech
woodland also exists. Historic Orchards are present on the outskirts of the settlement of Halam
(Halam Orchard, Godbers Orchard, and Little Temple Orchard). Some small areas of open water
exist throughout the area, and along with some streams and drains, there is some associated
riparian vegetation.
Some areas throughout the Policy Zone are designated as Biological SINCs:
2/528 – Combes Wood ‘A mixed plantation with a locally notable woodland herb community’
2/713 – Rob Lane ‘A most interesting green lane and wooded cutting’
2/538 – Rob Lane Bank ‘Scattered scrub over a relict grassland community with associated secondary
woodland’
5/170 – Hartswell Scrub ‘Scrubby woodland on a slope with a noteworthy flora’
2/704 – Hartswell Farm Meadow ‘a sloping meadow with associated stream and marsh communities’
2/705 – greaves Lane Pasture ‘A notable damp pasture’
5/169 – Margaret’s Spring ‘Conifer Plantation with a noteworthy ground flora’
2/711 – Honeyknab Lane ‘Hedges and species-rich verges along a little-used lane’
2/543 – Oxton Dumble ‘A densely wooded riparian cutting’
2/529 – Jackson’s Wood ‘A valuable semi-natural scarp woodland’
2/715 – Radley Lane Dumble ‘Woodland and scrub along a stream cutting’
2/714 – Wolfeley Hill Lane ‘An attractive green lane with species-rich hedgerows’
2/496 – Wolfeley Hill Lane Meadow ‘a meadow with a diverse grass content and some herb interest’
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2/716 – Carvers Hollow Pasture ‘A steeply sloping species-rich pasture’
2/967 – Edingley Meadows ‘Two species-rich hay meadows’
1/57 – Newhall Reservoir ‘An excellent example of species-rich grassland on calcareous soils’
5/2155 – Brockley Farm Field Margin ‘A species-rich grassland on a field margin’
5/171 – Brockley Farm Track Verges ‘Species-rich roadside verges with a notable flora’
2/497 – Brockley Farm Meadow ‘A species-rich damp hay meadow’

Numerous Mature Landscape Area Designations exist: South of Halam, South of Edingley, New
Holbeck Farm and Turncroft Farm.
There are a number of threats and drivers for change in the area. These include:
- Reduction of woodland due to land use changes;
- Loss of hedgerows due to poor management and fragmentation, and/or intensification of
arable agriculture, leading to loss of historic field pattern.
- Horseyculture infringing into surrounding fields;
- Further development of Southwell encroaching into agricultural space.
- Potential Biomass agriculture.
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MN PZ 37 HALAM VILLAGE FARMLANDS WITH ANCIENT WOODLANDS
PHOTOGRAPH

CONTEXT
NCC Landscape Type: Village Farmlands with Ancient
Woodlands
Policy Zone: MN PZ 37
Landscape Character Parcel: MN67
Condition
Good

REINFORCE

CONSERVE &
REINFORCE

CONSERVE

Moderate

CREATE &
REINFORCE

CONSERVE &
CREATE

CONSERVE &
RESTORE

RESTORE &
CREATE

RESTORE

Moderate

High

Poor

CREATE

Low

Sensitivity

CHARACTERISTIC VISUAL FEATURES
•
•
•

Very gently undulating and rounded topography.
Medium distance views to frequently wooded skylines, although often
enclosed by vegetation – hedgerows, woodland etc.
Mixture of intensive arable fields with strongly trimmed hedges and some low
intensity farming with permanent improved pasture.

LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS

SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS

Landscape Condition

Condition

Very Good

The Landscape Condition is defined as Very Good.

Pattern of Elements:

Unified

The area has a unified pattern of elements composed of arable fields, blocks of
deciduous woodland and isolated farms; there are few detracting features including a
section of pylon line and a caravan park. Overall this gives a visually strongly unified
area. There are a number of Biological SINC designations (2/528 – Combes Wood;
2/713 – Rob Lane; 2/538 – Rob Lane Bank; 5/170 – Hartswell Scrub; 2/704 – Hartswell
Farm Meadow; 2/705 – Greaves Lane Pasture; 5/169 – Margaret’s Spring; 2/711 –
Honeyknab Lane; 2/543 – Oxton Dumble; 2/529 – Jackson’s Wood; 2/715 – Radley
Lane Dumble; 2/714 – Wolfeley Hill Lane; 2/496 – Wolfeley Hill Lane Meadow; 2/716 –
Carvers Hollow Pasture; 2/967 – Edingley Meadows; 1/57 – Newhall Reservoir; 5/2155
– Brockley Farm Field Margins; 5/171 – Brockley Farm Track Verges; 2/497 – Brockley
Farm Meadow).

Detracting Features:

Few

Visual Unity:

Strongly Unified

Ecological Integrity:

Strong

Cultural Integrity:

Good

Functional Integrity:

Very Strong

Landscape Sensitivity

Sensitivity

High

The Landscape Sensitivity is defined as high.

Distinctiveness:

Characteristic

The components of the landscape are characteristic to the Mid-Nottinghamshire LCA.
The time depth is historic (post 1600) giving a moderate sense of place overall.

Continuity:

Historic

Sense of Place:

Moderate

Landform:

Dominant

Extent of Tree Cover

Intermittent

Visibility:

High

In ecological terms the area provides a strong habitat for wildlife, with areas of mixed
deciduous woodland and hedgerows forming good networks. Cultural integrity is good
in that the field pattern is generally intact, with hedgerows generally being mature, well
maintained and species-rich. A strongly unified area with a very strong functional
integrity gives a very good landscape condition.

The landform is dominant with intermittent areas of woodland giving a generally high
visibility value within the Policy Zone. Views are intermittent due to numerous blocks of
woodland and hedgerows. A moderate sense of place and high visibility leads to a
high landscape sensitivity overall.
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ACTIONS – Conserve
Landscape Features
•
•
•
•

Conserve hedgerows and prevent fragmentation (through lack of management and intensification of arable farming).
Conserve historic field pattern by containing and limiting any new development within historic enclosed boundaries.
Conserve the ecological diversity and setting of the designated SINCs.
Conserve and enhance tree cover and landscape planting generally to improve visual unity and habitat across the Policy Zone.

Built Features
•
•
•

Conserve the rural character of the landscape by limiting any new development to around the settlement of Halam.
Maintain use of vernacular materials, style and scale in any new developments.
Promote measures for reinforcing the traditional character of existing farm buildings using vernacular building styles.
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MN PZ 38 Halloughton Village Farmlands
Land Cover Parcels: MN68
Policy: Conserve and Reinforce
Character Summary
A gently undulating and rounded landform, with medium to long distance views towards frequently
wooded skylines. These views are interrupted intermittently by power lines and pylons running
east-west to the south of the area. These views are, however, often enclosed by hedgerows,
vegetation (woods and riparian vegetation) and settlements.
A predominantly arable agricultural landscape, with some smaller scale pastoral fields along with
some horseyculture (generally around the periphery of Southwell and Halloughton). Some
agriculture is dedicated to commercial production, in the form of a Mushroom farm and strawberry
production under polytunnels. A large proportion of the of the landscape is also dedicated to leisure
activities, with Norwood Park Golf Course, Brinkley Golf Course, South Hill Cricket Ground, Southwell
Recreation Ground, Leisure Centre, Rugby/Football Ground, Norwood Park, allotments and
Nurseries present in the area.
Boundaries to the fields are chiefly formed by well maintained hedgerows. Arable fields tend to be
composed of Hawthorn, and can be patchy and fragmented in places, especially to the larger scale
fields. Other hedgerows along tracks and lanes are mostly species-rich and include species such as
Hawthorn, Ash, Oak, Rubus, Convolvulus, Elder, Rosehip, Hazel etc. Boundaries to pastoral fields
(often near settlements) may also include post & rail, post & wire and temporary electric fencing.
Fragmented blocks of mixed deciduous woodland, some with occasional coniferous planting occur
throughout the area. Some linear sections of woodland along field boundaries are apparent, along
with riparian woodland habitat associated with the streams and drains (Westhorpe Dumble and
Halloughton Dumble). There is also an historic Orchard associated with Norwood Park, and some
ornamental planting associated with settlements.
Settlements throughout the area are Halloughton, South Hill, Brinkley, fringe areas of Southwell and
isolated farmhouses. The buildings tend to be vernacular, with a few exceptions of more modern
developments, principally around the north west of Southwell. There are a variety of built features
throughout the area including; Brackenhurst Agricultural and Horticultural college, and Historic
Norwood Hall. A number of Listed Buildings exist in the Policy Zone and include:
Halloughton (Conservation Area):

4 x Grade II
1 x Grade II*
Brackenhurst College / South Hill:
5 x Grade II
Norwood Park:
4 x Grade II
1 x Grade II*
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There are a number of Biological SINC designations:
2/540 – Halloughton Dumble ‘A long and striking landscape feature with characteristic woodland plant
communities’
2/525 – Halloughton Verge ‘A herb-rich roadside verge’
2/729 – Brackenhurst ‘a notable array of herb species in an ornamental setting with a pond of zoological
importance’
2/730 – Potwell Dyke Grasslands ‘A mosaic of species-rich fen communities and a notable calcareous
grassland’
5/2104 – Southwell Cemetery ‘A cemetery supporting a notable base-rich grassland’
5/176 – Potwell Dyke Marsh, Southwell ‘A relict species-rich unmanaged marshy grassland by a small stream’
2/524 – Westhorpe Dumble ‘A characteristic Dumble’
2/759 – Crew Lane Grasslands, Southwell ‘Noteworthy base-rich semi-improved grasslands’
2/756 – Brinkley Farm Meadow ‘A locally typical species-rich grassland’

Possible threats or drivers for change in the Policy Zone include:
- Increase in intensity of commercial agriculture (for example, development of mushroom
farming).
- Increase in horseyculture leading to encroachment into existing fields.
- Increase in number of leisure amenities.
- Further built development, specifically residential housing.
- Potential Biomass crops.
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MN PZ 38 HALLOUGHTON VILLAGE FARMLANDS
PHOTOGRAPH

CONTEXT
NCC Landscape Type: Village Farmlands
Policy Zone: MN PZ 38
Landscape Character Parcel: MN68
Condition
Good

REINFORCE

CONSERVE &
REINFORCE

CONSERVE

Moderate

CREATE &
REINFORCE

CONSERVE &
CREATE

CONSERVE &
RESTORE

RESTORE &
CREATE

RESTORE

Moderate

High

Poor

CREATE

Low

Sensitivity

CHARACTERISTIC VISUAL FEATURES
•
•
•
•
•
•

Very gently undulating and rounded topography.
Medium distance views to frequently wooded skylines, although often
enclosed by vegetation – hedgerows, woodland etc.
Mixture of intensive arable fields with strongly trimmed hedges and some low
intensity farming with permanent improved pasture.
Small commercial agriculture – Mushroom Farm, Strawberry Polytunnels.
Small industrial estate
Leisure facilities surrounding Southwell – Golf Course, Horseyculture, Sports
Fields.

LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS

SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS

Landscape Condition

Condition

Good

The Landscape Condition is defined as Good.

Pattern of Elements:

Coherent

The area has a coherent pattern of elements composed of predominantly arable fields,
blocks of deciduous woodland and isolated farms; there are some detracting features
including pylon lines running E-W, a Golf Course, Small Industrial Estate, Mushroom
Farm, Strawberry Polytunnels and Horseyculture. Overall this gives a visually
coherent area. There are a number of Biological SINC designations (2/540 –
Halloughton Dumble; 2/525 – Halloughton verge; 2/729 – Brackenhurst; 2/730 –
Potwell Dyke Grasslands; Southwell Cemetery; 5/176 – Potwell Dyke Marsh,
Southwell; 2/524 – Westhorpe Dumble; 2/759 – Crew Lane Grasslands; 2/756 –
Brinkley Farm Meadow).

Detracting Features:

Some

Visual Unity:

Coherent

Ecological Integrity:

Moderate

Cultural Integrity:

Good

Functional Integrity:

Strong

Landscape Sensitivity

Sensitivity

Moderate

The Landscape Sensitivity is defined as moderate.

Distinctiveness:

Characteristic

The components of the landscape are characteristic to the Mid-Nottinghamshire LCA.
The time depth is historic (post 1600) giving a moderate sense of place overall.

Continuity:

Historic

Sense of Place:

Moderate

Landform:

Apparent

Extent of Tree Cover

Intermittent

Visibility:

Moderate

In ecological terms the area provides a moderate habitat for wildlife, with areas of
mixed deciduous woodland and hedgerows forming generally good networks. Cultural
integrity is good in that the field pattern is by and large intact, with hedgerows often
being mature, well maintained and species-rich. A coherent area with a strong
functional integrity gives a good landscape condition.

The landform is apparent with intermittent areas of woodland giving a generally
moderate visibility value within the Policy Zone. Views are intermittent due to
numerous blocks of woodland and hedgerows. A moderate sense of place and
moderate visibility leads to a moderate landscape sensitivity overall.
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ACTIONS – Conserve and Reinforce
Landscape Features
•

Conserve and reinforce hedgerows where these are gappy and in poor condition, particularly internal hedgerows. Seek opportunities to
restore the historic field pattern/boundaries where these have been lost and introduce more hedgerow trees. Reinforce with new planting to
replace post and wire fencing.
Conserve and Reinforce the ecological diversity of Norwood Park and other designated SINCs where appropriate.

•

Built Features
•
•

Conserve the local built vernacular and reinforce this in new development.
Conserve and reinforce the rural character of the Policy Zone by concentrating new development around existing settlements of
Southwell and Halloughton.
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MN PZ 39 Thurgarton Village Farmlands with Ancient Woodlands
Land Cover Parcels: MN69 & MN70
Policy: Conserve
Character Summary
The Policy Zone lies approximately 11 miles (18 km) to the northeast of Nottingham, and around 3
miles (5 km) to the south of Southwell. The River Trent is about a mile away, to the southeast of
Thurgarton. Gonalston is to the southwest and Bleasby to the southeast. The A612 road runs
through Thurgarton, coming south out of Southwell.
A relatively large Policy Zone, with numerous fragmented blocks of mixed deciduous woodland
throughout it. Predominantly rolling and undulating topography, with some areas of relatively flat
landscape, views are often medium to long distance with frequently wooded skylines. Some areas
are enclosed to some extent due to woodland vegetation and hedgerows along tracks and lanes.
Land use is dedicated principally to intensive arable agriculture, within regular geometric field
patterns. Some smaller scale regular and irregular geometric pastoral fields exist in the vicinity of
settlements and isolated farmhouses. Boundaries to arable fields are composed of generally well
maintained Hawthorn hedgerows. Some are patchy and fragmented in places, especially within the
larger arable fields, and post and wire fencing often acts as infill. Pastoral fields, roads and tracks,
are regularly bounded by well maintained species-rich hedgerows, including species such as Oak,
Ash, Hawthorn, Elder, Rubus, Ilex, Convolvulus, Hazel etc. Post and rail fencing can be seen around
pastoral fields which are often used for horseyculture, and temporary electric fencing associated
with this is evident in places.
Fragmented blocks of mixed deciduous woodland of varying scale are apparent throughout the
Policy Zone. Some smaller blocks, often linear in nature, occur within the field systems, along with
larger blocks of woodland and plantations with occasional coniferous planting. Epperstone Park,
Birkhouse Wood, Rosselle Wood, Bentley Wood, Thirstly Coppice, Foxhole Wood, Halloughton
Wood, Halloughton Wood Gorse, Souther Wood, Spital Wood and The Gorse. Linear sections of
riparian woodland associated with numerous streams and drains throughout the area are also
apparent, with the principal stream being Halloughton Dumble.
Along with Mature Landscape Area designations (around Epperstone Park and Gonalston), the Policy
Zone has a number of Biological SINC designations:
2/966 – Old Mill House Meadow, Bleasby ‘A species-rich hay meadow’
2/691 – High Cross and Goverton Hill Verge ‘A notable grassland community on broad roadside verges’
2/540 – Halloughton Dumble ‘A long and striking landscape feature with characteristic woodland plant
communities’
2/532 – Halloughton Wood ‘An old woodland site of some zoological and botanical note’

The area has a number of small scale settlements within it. Parts of Thurgarton, Goverton,
Gonalston and Birkhouse exist, along with numerous isolated buildings (generally farmhouses).
Most of the traditional village cores and isolated dwellings are of vernacular style and materials,
however, some more modern developments are apparent to the periphery of settlements.
Thurgaton Priory and Manor House provide an historic element to the area, and with this, there are
a number of Listed Buildings throughout the Policy Zone:
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Thurgarton:

1 x Grade II
1 x Grade II*
1 x Grade I

Gonalston:

5 x Grade II

Drivers for change within the area may include:
- Encroachment of horseyculture on existing fields;
- Further residential development within and to fringes of the settlements;
- Change of farming practices (i.e. transition of pastoral farming to arable farming);
- Intensification of arable farming and lack of management of hedgerows, may lead to
fragmentation and/or loss of hedgerows and subsequent loss of historic field patterns;
- Reduction of woodland due to land use changes;
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MN PZ 39 THURGARTON VILLAGE FARMLANDS WITH ANCIENT WOODLANDS
PHOTOGRAPH

CONTEXT
NCC Landscape Type: Village Farmlands with Ancient
Woodlands
Policy Zone: MN PZ 39
Landscape Character Parcel: MN69 & MN70
Condition
Good

REINFORCE

CONSERVE &
REINFORCE

CONSERVE

Moderate

CREATE &
REINFORCE

CONSERVE &
CREATE

CONSERVE &
RESTORE

RESTORE &
CREATE

RESTORE

Moderate

High

Poor

CREATE

Low

Sensitivity
CHARACTERISTIC VISUAL FEATURES
•
•
•
•
•
•

Very gently undulating and rounded topography.
Medium distance views to frequently wooded skylines, although often
enclosed by vegetation – hedgerows, woodland etc.
Mixture of intensive arable fields with strongly trimmed hedges and some low
intensity farming with permanent improved pasture.
Numerous blocks of woodland and plantation, of varying scale.
Predominantly vernacular settlements and dwellings.
Good network of mainly intact and well maintained hedgerows.

LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS

SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS

Landscape Condition

Condition

Very Good

The Landscape Condition is defined as Very Good.

Pattern of Elements:

Unified

The area has a unified pattern of elements composed of predominantly arable fields,
blocks of deciduous woodland and isolated farms; there are few detracting features
including views to pylon lines running E-W and N-S, and disused works at Thurgarton.
Overall this gives a visually strongly unified area. There are a number of Biological
SINC designations (2/966 – Old Mill House Meadow; 2/691 – High Cross and Goverton
Hill Verge; 2/540 – Halloughton Dumble; 2/532 – Halloughton Wood).

Detracting Features:

Few

Visual Unity:

Strongly Unified

Ecological Integrity:

Strong

Cultural Integrity:

Good

Functional Integrity:

Very Strong

Landscape Sensitivity

(Where one criterion
is ‘very good’ or ‘very
strong’, this pushes
the policy description
into the next highest
category)
Sensitivity

High

The Landscape Sensitivity is defined as high.

Distinctiveness:

Characteristic

The components of the landscape are characteristic to the Mid-Nottinghamshire LCA.
The time depth is historic (post 1600) giving a moderate sense of place overall.

Continuity:

Historic

Sense of Place:

Moderate

Landform:

Dominant

Extent of Tree Cover

Intermittent

In ecological terms the area provides a strong habitat for wildlife, with areas of mixed
deciduous woodland and hedgerows forming generally good networks. Cultural
integrity is good in that the field pattern is by and large intact, with hedgerows often
being mature, well maintained and species-rich. A strongly unified area with a very
strong functional integrity gives a very good landscape condition.

The landform is dominant with intermittent areas of woodland giving a generally high
visibility value within the Policy Zone. Views are intermittent due to numerous blocks of
woodland and hedgerows. A moderate sense of place and high visibility leads to a
high landscape sensitivity overall.
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Visibility:

High

ACTIONS – Conserve
Landscape Features
•
•
•
•

Conserve permanent pasture and seek opportunities to restore arable land to pastoral.
Conserve hedgerow planting along roadsides, seek to reinforce and enhance as appropriate.
Conserve the biodiversity and setting of the designated SINCs, seek to enhance where appropriate.
Conserve and enhance woodland/plantation blocks, seek to reinforce green infrastructure as appropriate.

Built Features
•
•

Conserve the rural character of the landscape by concentrating new development around existing settlements.
Conserve and respect the local architectural style and local built vernacular in any new development.
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5.5

SPECIES LIST

5.5.1

The following list includes native tree and shrub species that are commonly found within the Mid-Nottinghamshire Farmlands and are suitable for
inclusion in planting schemes. These are important for determining the area’s regional character. A range of other native species may also be
appropriate to particular locations or sites. In these cases professional advice should be sought.





Dominant Species

TREES

Woodlands/
Plantations

Other Species Present

Hedges

Hedgerow Trees

Wet Areas/Streamsides






Alder (Common)
Ash
Aspen
Birch (Silver)
Cherry (Wild)
Crab Apple







Elm (English)
Elm (Wych)
Horse Chestnut
Lime (Small Leaved)
Lime (Large Leaved and
Hybrid)
Maple (Field)
Oak (Common)
Oak (Sessile)
Pine (Scots)
Sycamore
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Individual/
Parkland Trees
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Dominant Species

TREES
Willow (Crack)
Willow (Goat)
Willow (White)

SHRUBS

Woodlands/
Plantations

Hedges





Woodlands/ Plantations

Hedges








Guelder Rose








Hawthorn





Hawthorn (Midland)










Buckthorn (Purging)
Dogwood (Common)
Elder

Hazel



Holly



Ivy
Maple (Field)
Oak (Common)
Osier
Privet (Wild)
Rosa Sp.
Rubus Sp.
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Hedgerow Trees

Wet Areas/Streamsides









Hedgerow Trees

Individual/
Parkland Trees

Wet Areas/Streamsides



Ash
Blackthorn

Other Species Present






















133

Methodology for
Nottinghamshire Landscape Character Assessment

Prepared by:
Helen Jones
Landscape and Reclamation Team
Trent Bridge House
Fox Road
West Bridgford
Nottingham
NG2 6BJ

Date: AUGUST 2009

CONTENTS

1.0

Introduction

2.0

Changes in Government Legislation

3.0

Development of GIS based systems

4.0

The need for transparency and repeatability of the process

5.0

What has already been achieved in Nottinghamshire

6.0

Methodology of the Landscape Character Assessment

6.1

Introduction

6.2

Stage 1

Information Collection and Research

6.3

Stage 2

Definition of Regional Character Areas

6.4

Stage 3

Definition of County Character Areas

6.5

Stage 4

Description of Landscape Character - desk based and field
based

6.6

Stage 5

Classification of Landscape Character Parcels into Draft
Policy Zones

6.7

Stage 6

Description of Landscape Condition and Landscape
Sensitivity – desk based and field based

6.8

Stage 7

Preparation of Policy Sheets

6.9

Stage 8

Analysis of data collected in the field for Landscape
Condition and Sensitivity

7.0

Proposed Presentation of Information

8.0

Work completed at August 2009 of the Nottinghamshire Landscape
Character Assessment

9.0

Relationship to Other Documents

Glossary of Terms
References

Appendices
Appendix 1

List of Landscape Policies included in Local Plans

Appendix 2

Revised County Landscape Character Map

Appendix 3

Checklist for Desk based Landscape Character Assessment

Appendix 4

Field Survey Sheet for Landscape Character Assessment

Appendix 5

How to complete Field Survey Sheet for Landscape Character

Appendix 6

Tabulated Information to show Amalgamation of LDUs into DPZs

Appendix 7

Checklist for Desk based Landscape Condition and Landscape
Sensitivity Assessment

Appendix 8

Field Survey Sheet for Landscape Condition and Sensitivity
Assessment

Appendix 9

How to complete Field Survey Sheet for Landscape Condition
and Landscape Sensitivity

Appendix 10

Example Policy Sheet – Character Summary

Appendix 11

Example Policy Sheet Template

Appendix 12

Example Policy Sheet – Landscape Actions

1.0

INTRODUCTION
The revision of the Nottinghamshire Countryside Appraisal, first published as
the Nottinghamshire Landscape Guidelines in 1997, is being co-ordinated by
Nottinghamshire County Council’s Landscape and Reclamation Team. The
client for the pilot stage of the project was Nottinghamshire County Council’s
Conservation Group.

1.1

What is Landscape Character Assessment?
Natural England (formerly The Countryside Agency), the Government body
established to conserve and enhance England’s countryside, defines
Landscape Character Assessment as follows:“Landscape Character Assessment provides a framework for understanding
and describing an area in a systematic way, enabling us to make better
judgements and decisions to help guide future changes in our countryside.”

1.2

Why do the existing guidelines need to be revised?
The reasons why the existing guidelines need to be revised are as follows:



2.0

changes in Government legislation;
development of GIS based systems;
need for transparency of method.

CHANGES IN GOVERNMENT LEGISLATION
The recent developments in legislation may be summarised as follows:-

2.1

Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) Note Number 7 January 1992 The
Countryside – Environmental Quality and Economic and Social
Development
This document recognised, in paragraph 3.17, that some local authorities had
devised Local Landscape Designations (LLDs) to:“Highlight particularly important areas of countryside that should be taken into
account in planning decisions”. These included locally devised designations
“which local authorities sometimes include in their Structure or Local Plans to
denote areas to which special countryside protection or other policies apply”.

2.2

The Rural White Paper 1995
In 1995 the Government set out its policy to strengthen the distinctive
character of the land and built environment in the Rural White Paper. This
placed emphasis on the need to identify local characteristics and promoted a
joint initiative by the Countryside Agency and English Nature to classify and
map the cultural and natural dimensions of the landscape.
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The output of this initiative, known as “The Joint Map” entitled “The Character
of England – landscape, wildlife and natural features” was described as
providing for the first time a comprehensive and consistent analysis of the
English countryside that would help to guide future efforts to conserve and
enhance it. This national study provided the framework around which local
authorities set their more detailed assessments.
This has since been updated in 2005 and is now called “The Character of
England – Landscape, Wildlife, Natural and Cultural Features”.
2.3

Revision to PPG Note Number 7 1997
This revision further developed previous guidance and stated in para 2.14 that
the priority was “to find new ways of enriching the quality of the whole
countryside whilst accommodating appropriate development, in order to
complement the protections which designations offer”. It attached significant
weight to the countryside character approach, which it promoted as an
important tool to accommodate this change without sacrificing local character.
Para 2.15 stated “it (CCA approach) can help ensure that development
respects the distinctive character of the land and built environment”.
The revision of the PPG7 marked a change in emphasis with regard to the
use and value of LLDs. Whilst the revision did not specifically preclude
development plans from containing LLDs, it did place the onus on local
authorities to carefully consider whether appropriate development and
economic activity were being unduly restricted by LLDs.

2.4

Planning Policy Statement – PPS7 – 2004 Sustainable Development In
Rural Areas
This document replaced the former PPG7 and marked a further change in
emphasis in the use of LLDs.
Para 24 set out that:“The Government recognises and accepts that there are areas of landscape
outside nationally designated areas that are particularly highly valued locally.
The Government believes that carefully drafted, criteria-based policies in
Local Development Documents, utilising tools such as landscape character
assessment, should provide sufficient protection for these areas, without the
need for rigid local designations that may unduly restrict acceptable,
sustainable development and the economic activity that underpins the vitality
of rural areas”.
and Para 25:“LLDs should only be maintained or, exceptionally, extended where it can be
clearly shown that criteria-based planning policies cannot provide the
necessary protection. LLDs should state what it is that requires extra
protection and why. When reviewing their local area-wide development plans
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and LLDs, planning authorities should rigorously consider the justification for
retaining LLDs. They should ensure that such designations are based on a
formal and robust assessment of the qualities of the landscape concerned.”
2.5

Nottinghamshire and Nottingham Joint Structure Plan – Adopted
February 2006
The above document contained the following Policy 2/7 concerning
Landscape Character:“Local Plans / development plan documents will define local landscape
characteristics in accordance with the work of the Countryside Agency and
Nottinghamshire County Council’s Landscape Guidelines, to inform land
allocations and assessment of development proposals. The landscape
character approach will be used to promote the conservation and
enhancement of local landscape character and distinctiveness and the
maintenance of landscape diversity throughout the whole plan area.”
It also states in the explanatory notes that a revised landscape character
assessment is currently underway, and that in the interim period before the
completion of the new landscape character assessment, the existing
landscape guidelines and Mature Landscape Areas should still be referred to.
Policy 2/10 ‘Development in the Countryside’ aims to protect the character
and qualities of the countryside. It states:“The character and qualities of the countryside will be protected …
development proposals must be located and designed to respect the
character of the surrounding area …”
The policy goes on to highlight the importance of design which is in keeping
with the existing character, and states:“In all cases, development proposals will be located and designed to respect
the character of the surrounding area and priority will be given to the re-use of
existing buildings and derelict land.”

2.6

East Midlands Regional Plan
Policy 31 - Priorities for the Management and Enhancement of the Region’s
Landscape states that:The Region’s natural and heritage landscape should be protected and
enhanced by:Policy 31
Priorities for the Management and Enhancement of the Region’s
Landscape
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The Region’s natural and heritage landscape should be protected and
enhanced by:


the promotion of the highest level of protection for the nationally
designated landscapes of the Peak District National Park and the
Lincolnshire Wolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty;



the promotion of initiatives to protect and enhance the particular
character of the Sherwood, Charnwood and Rockingham Forests;



the establishment of criteria-based policies in Local Development
Frameworks to ensure that development proposals respect intrinsic
landscape character in rural and urban fringe areas, including, where
appropriate, recognition of the value of tranquillity and dark skies; and



the identification in Local Development Frameworks of landscape and
biodiversity protection and enhancement objectives through the
integration of Landscape Character Assessments with historic and
ecological assessments.

Where not already in place, Local Authorities should prepare Landscape
Character Assessments to inform the preparation of Local Development
Frameworks. These can also be used to develop Supplementary Planning
Documents.
Paragraph 3.3.21 talks about the distinctive landscape character of Sherwood
which is threatened by pressure from a range of factors and states that coordinated action is required to ensure that such distinctiveness is retained.
Paragraph 3.3.22 states that a regional level landscape character has been
broadly defined in the Countryside Agency’s publication Countryside
Character Volume 4 1999 and gives an overview of what detailed landscape
character assessments have already been carried out at a county level.
Paragraph 3.3.23 gives examples of the types of landscapes of character that
need to be conserved or enhanced, such as remnant heathlands, ridge and
furrow field patterns, and pre-enclosure landscape and parklands.
Paragraph 3.3.24 deals with Local Landscape Designations and states
“understanding the importance of all landscapes and reducing the emphasis
on local landscape designations will ensure that the character of one area is
not protected at the expense of another”. This approach continues to move
away from the use of LLDs.

2.7

Summary
To summarise the changes in Government legislation, this continues to
support the process of Landscape Character Assessment but is moving away
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from the designation of Local Landscape Designations as a result of PPS7
statement to “rigorously consider the justification for retaining existing Local
Landscape Designations.”
With the commencement of production of Local Development Frameworks to
replace existing Local Plans, local authorities have to decide on their
approach.
3.0

DEVELOPMENT OF GIS BASED SYSTEMS
The original Nottinghamshire Landscape Guidelines, published in 1997, were
developed as a result of a manual process of information collection begun in
1990 which was stored on a paper based system. Central to the process of
Landscape Character Assessment is the analysis of the relationship between
different landscape elements such as geology, soils, and settlement pattern in
order to classify and describe the landscape. Since the start of the first
assessment there have been major developments in the use of GIS software
used for handling map-based information. This facilitates the process,
storage and analysis of presentation of spatial data and is therefore
particularly suited to LCA work.

4.0

THE NEED FOR TRANSPARENCY AND REPEATABILITY OF THE
PROCESS
A paper-based system has two major disadvantages. Firstly it may be difficult
for later interrogators of the system to understand the exact process by which
the different character areas were derived. Secondly, if the process were to
be repeated, there may be slight variations in classification achieved by
different assessors. A GIS based system on the other hand should be more
transparent in that it should be possible to break down the stages of the
assessment process and see how different character areas are derived.
Theoretically, because it is a computer-based system, given the same initial
datasets, the same classification should be achieved every time.

5.0

WHAT HAS ALREADY BEEN ACHIEVED IN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE?

5.1

Introduction to the Nottinghamshire Countryside Appraisal
Research, survey and assessment work for the NCA began in 1989. This
work was undertaken by the County Council’s Rural Environment Group,
located within the Environment Department.
The aim of the NCA was to provide a detailed information base and strategic
overview of the county’s rural environment around which environment
planning, landscape management and other decisions could be made. The
output of this work has been used to underpin the then Environment
Department’s work, not only in landscape protection and conservation but
also in nature conservation, environmental appraisal, development control
and the formulation of statutory and non-statutory plans. The outputs of the
process are described below.
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5.2

The Nottinghamshire
Landscape Types Plan

Landscape

Guidelines

Document

and

the

These documents were concerned with landscape conservation and the
management of the county’s landscape. The detailed methodology of the
process is set out in “Nottinghamshire Countryside Appraisal Revised
Methodology 1999”. However, in summary, the project was adapted from
work undertaken by the Warwickshire Landscape Partnership and was
compatible with the Countryside Agency’s Landscape Assessment Guidance
at the time.
The process involved the classification of the landscape into a series of
regional character areas and landscape sub types, which were described in
detail in the document, including the visual character of the landscape.
The main drivers of change within each Landscape Character Area were
assessed and this led to the development of a series of management
strategies and key recommendations for each landscape type, along with
detailed guidelines for the management of various landscape features and
components.
5.3

Definition of Mature Landscape Areas – MLAs
This process was concerned with landscape protection within the county. The
detailed methodology of the process is set out in “Nottinghamshire
Countryside Appraisal Revised Methodology 1999”. In summary, the process
involved mapping the land use of the county using existing land use data and
aerial photographs together with historical and ecological information. The
following features were identified:mature deciduous woodland;
intact field patterns;
ancient species rich hedgerows;
permanent grassland;
heathland;
parkland;
mature river / stream courses.
The following features were excluded:urban development;
mineral extraction;
existing commercial forestry;
intensive agriculture.
This process gave an initial list of “areas least affected by adverse change”.
Detailed field survey work was carried out to look at identified features on the
ground and the list was further refined. A set of criteria was established
against which identified MLAs were tested. Once each MLA was finalised, a
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written description, a representative photo or sketch, and a MLA plan with a
clearly marked boundary were produced. There then followed a further period
of consultation with the Local Planning Authorities on their MLAs, which were
made formal with the adoption of the relevant Local Plan. (See Appendix 1 for
list of existing local plan policies).
5.4

History of the Nottinghamshire Countryside Appraisal
The Nottinghamshire Landscape Guidelines and the Mature Landscape Area
designations were first tested at a Local Plan Public Inquiry in 1992.
Landscape policies arising from the NCA are included in local plans and
planning inspectors have made a number of recommendations since as to
how the work should be interpreted, applied and approved. The NCA has
also been tested at both Minerals Local Plan Inquiries and Waste Local Plan
Inquiries as well as those for individual projects.
In 1997 the council commissioned an independent and impartial study by
David Tyldesley and Associates to review the MLA designations within the
NCA. The review recommended that a countywide MLA policy framework
should be retained and that MLAs continue to provide a systematic, consistent
and rational basis for taking into account areas of countryside meriting special
protection.
Obviously, there have been a number of changes in legislation during this
time as discussed previously. The key issue is that, since MLAs are local
landscape designations and therefore must be underpinned by a “formal and
robust” assessment of landscape type and quality, this needs to be a more
transparent process with the ability to be explained at Public Inquiry for
example, and also one which does not unduly restrict development. These
factors taken together reinforce the need for the review of the existing
guidelines.

6.0

METHODOLOGY OF THE LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT

6.1

Introduction
The detailed methodology of the original project described in the previous
section is contained in "Nottinghamshire Countryside Appraisal, Revised
Methodology 1999 – Section F Landscape Assessment Methodology" and
consists of the following stages:Stage 1

Defining Regional Character Areas

Stage 2

Literature Review

Stage 3

Classification into Landscape Types

Stage 4

Preparation of Management Strategies, Key Recommendations
and Landscape Guidelines
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The detailed methodology of the pilot stage of current assessment will be
described in the following sections and consisted of the following stages:-

6.2

Stage 1

Information Collection and Research

Stage 2

Definition of Regional Character Areas

Stage 3

Description of Landscape Character – Desk based and field
based

Stage 4

Classification of Landscape Character Parcels into Draft Policy
Zones

Stage 5

Description of Landscape Condition and Landscape Sensitivity –
Desk based and field based

Section 6

Preparation of Policy Zones

Stage 1

Information Collection and Research

This stage involved a review of methods used by other organisations to carry
out Landscape Character Assessments. It involved telephone discussions,
visits and meetings, as well as review of published literature and review of
information available on line, such as the Countryside Character network
database. The following organisations were consulted directly:Staffordshire
County Council

Meeting with Steve Potter and visit December 2003 to
discuss methodology of Staffordshire Landscape
Character Assessment.

Northamptonshire
County Council

Meeting with Jason Longhurst – March 2004 to discuss
methodology of Northamptonshire Landscape
Characterisation.

Derbyshire County
Council

Various meetings with Glynis Foster, Gary Ellis to
discuss methodology of Derbyshire Landscape
Character Assessment.

David Tydlesley
and Associates

Telephone discussions and meetings with Anthony
Brown, particularly with reference to Landscape
Character work carried out in Scotland.

Lincolnshire
County Council

Telephone discussions.

Leicestershire
County Council

Telephone discussions.

Peak District
National Park

Telephone discussions.
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Authority
High Peak
Borough Council

Telephone discussions.

A Literature Review of published information produced by Warwickshire
County Council and South Gloucestershire County Council also took place.
In addition, during the period of pilot study, Natural England (formerly the
Countryside Agency) set up the Regional Landscape Forum in February
2005, which gathered together all Landscape Architects working on
Landscape Character Assessment in the East Midlands to facilitate exchange
of information.
In addition, the NCC Landscape and Reclamation Team worked closely with
Jane Farmer and David Green of Jacobs Babtie, who had carried out the Kent
County Council Landscape Appraisal.
This collaboration involved a presentation of the methodology of their project,
as well as one to one tuition of the method including joint field survey work.
Parts of the written documentation produced by Kent County Council was also
used as a model for work by Nottinghamshire County Council and this is
referred to in the relevant sections.
The team also received one to one training from Stephen Warnock on the
production and interpretation of the Landscape Description Unit Map and its
associated database.
6.3

Stage 2

Definition of Regional Character Areas

The areas within the Nottinghamshire County boundary that have been
defined by the Countryside Agency on the 'Joint Map' are as follows:30

Southern Magnesian Limestone

38

Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and Yorkshire Coalfield

39

Humberhead Levels

48

Trent and Belvoir Vales

49

Sherwood

69

Trent Valley Washlands

74

Leicestershire and Nottinghamshire Wolds

These character areas have been classified using geology, topography, soils,
vegetation, field enclosure and settlement patterns.
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6.4

Stage 3

Definition of the County Character Areas

6.4.1 Introduction
The decision was taken by Nottinghamshire County Council to further subdivide these areas using 'The Living Landscapes Project' Methodology. This
was developed by Stephen Warnock of the Department of Geography,
University of Reading, and piloted in the Warwickshire Landscape Project.
This decision was taken for the following reasons:

The methodology builds on previous work carried out by the
Countryside Agency. The Countryside Agency was the lead agency for
mapping the landscape character of England at the 1:250,000 scale to
produce the Joint Map and the GIS based landscape character
framework and associated database for the whole of England. This is
Level 1 of the Living Landscape Project Methodology.



The 'Living Landscapes Project' methodology is GIS based.
systems are used to assemble, analyse, present and store data.



The 'Living Landscapes Project' methodology is already established in
use. In 2002 the approach had been used by 10 counties in England.



The 'Living Landscapes Project' methodology has already been used in
adjacent counties with borders linking with Nottinghamshire including
Derbyshire and Leicestershire. This would assist sharing of best
practice between lead officers working on this project in neighbouring
counties.

GIS

6.4.2 The 'Living Landscapes Project' Methodology
Level 2 of the 'Living Landscapes Project' considers landscape character at
the 1:50,000 scale and the onus is on individual local authorities to undertake
county ' district level assessments.
The full methodology is described in the 'Living Landscapes Project
Handbook', Stephen Warnock 2002, but is summarised below.
The fundamental building block of the hierarchy at this level is the Landscape
Description Unit (LDU). LDUs are distinct and relatively homogenous units of
land, each defined by a series of attributes. There are four attributes at Level
1:

Physiography



Ground Type



Land Cover



Cultural Pattern
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At Level 2 each of the Level 1 attributes is split into two parts, giving a total of
8 attributes:

Physiography

→




Landform
Geology



Ground Type

→




Geology
Soils



Settlement

→




Settlement Pattern
Farm Type (structure)



Land Cover

→




Tree Cover
Farm Type (cover)

Definitive attributes are derived through a process of overlay mapping. This
process was previously carried out by physically overlaying a number of
acetate sheets on top of one another. Undertaking the same process on GIS
overcomes many of the physical problems associated with this method, as
well as allowing greater scope for analysis of the data. The process allows
broad patterns to be distinguished, which in turn make it possible to begin to
understand the many factors that contribute to landscape character and
define Landscape Character Types or Regional Character Areas.
This process was carried out on behalf of Nottinghamshire County Council by
Mark Diacono of Diacono Associates in March 2004 (and was later refined
slightly by Stephen Warnock in December 2004). The outputs were a map of
the County (Appendix 1) which divides the county into 11 Character Areas
and an associated database.
The following Regional Character Areas were derived from this process:SH

Sherwood

ML

Magnesian Limestone

HL

Humberhead Levels (Idle Lowlands)

MN

Mid Nottinghamshire Farmlands

DC

Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Coalfields

TV

Trent Valley

LW

Leicestershire and Nottinghamshire Wolds

ES

East Nottinghamshire Sandlands
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SN

South Nottinghamshire Farmlands

VB

Vale of Belvoir

TW

Trent Washlands

Each LDU derived from the process has a 6-figure reference within the
database. The database can be interrogated further to see the eight definitive
attributes it is derived from and also to give a summary description of the
LDU.
Example

LDU 382
6 figure reference: SSD PSS

Written Description

Sloping undulating, soft sandstone / sandy drift,
impoverished soils, low dispersal with farms, small
farms, secondary woodland

Example

LDU 389
6 figure reference: LFB MEP

Written Description

Vales and valley bottoms, other fluvial drift, deep
sandy loamy soils, unsettled (meadow and marsh),
large estates, estate plantations

Within the database, character areas are also divided further into generic subtypes, such as:






6.5

village farmlands
village farmlands with ancient woodlands
village farmlands with plantations
meadowlands
meadowlands with plantations
estate farmlands
estate farmlands with plantations

Stage 3

Description of Landscape Character

6.5.1 Introduction
The next stage of the process was to describe the landscape character of the
Landscape Description Units.
In Nottinghamshire, some of the LDUs derived were large in extent and it was
decided that they needed to be divided into more manageable units to survey
their character in the field. These smaller units are known as Landscape
Character Parcels (LCPs).
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6.5.2 The Process of Definition of the LCPs
For the Sherwood Landscape Character Area this process was originally
carried out by a desk based manual process and was achieved by carrying
out the following operations:Step 1

Overlay tracing sheets onto a 1:25,000 scale plan of LDU
boundaries on an Ordnance Survey Base. This plan was also
colour coded to show the descriptions given by Stephen Warnock
to each LCP, e.g. Estatelands with plantations, Meadowlands with
plantations. The major river valleys and the LDU boundaries were
then traced off this plan.

Step 2

Check that all LDUs included are within the Regional Character
Area derived from the database, e.g. Sherwood.
Remove any LDU boundaries traced on that are not in the
Regional Character Area being studied at that time.

Step 3

Sub-divide the LDUs using a desk based assessment of field
pattern and land use based on the O.S. base. Group together
areas which have regular geometric field patterns, or show a
parkland landscape, or have been substantially modified due to
mineral extraction for example.

Step 4

Overlay the traced sheet onto 1:25,000 scale plan of LDU
boundaries on Historical Landscape Characterisation Summary
Plan. (Refer to section 9.2)
Amend any divisions made that obviously contradict the
boundaries shown on the historical plan.

Step 5

Overlay tracing overlay onto 1:25,000 Ordnance Survey Base.
Check boundaries of the identified areas. For practicality at the
field assessment stage it may be necessary at this point to slightly
amend the LCP boundaries to tie into features on the ground, such
as major roads, field boundaries, Public Rights of Way. Also, the
precise boundaries or urban areas should be checked at this stage
with the latest District Plan, because these may be more up to date
than the O.S. plan.

Step 6

Each identified LCP should then be given a unique reference
number, e.g. S10:
S
10

identifying the County Character Area, such as Sherwood.
being the unique reference number for that LCP.

For later Landscape Character Areas the process was replaced by a GIS
based system and was achieved by carrying out the following operations:-
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Step 1

Produce a GIS base plan showing LDU boundaries on an
Ordnance Survey Base.

Step 2

Re-draw LDU boundaries on screen moving the boundaries to the
nearest physical feature that would be recognisable on the ground,
such as a road, stream, field boundary. etc.

Step 3

These revised areas tied to a physical boundary will become LCPs
where they are small enough, but in practice some were physically
too large to visualise in the field. Therefore, larger areas are further
subdivided on screen, again using a physical feature to form
smaller area.

Step 4

The defined areas should be overlaid on screen with the Historical
Landscape Characterisation Summary Plan to amend any
divisions that obviously contradict the boundaries shown on the
historical plan.

Step 5

Each identified LCP should then be given a unique reference
number, e.g. S10:S
10

identifies the County Character Area such as Sherwood
the unique reference number for that LCP

6.5.3 Desk Based Landscape Character Assessment
Once the LCPs have been defined for a character area, a desk-based
collection of information is carried out (refer to Appendix 3 which shows the
checklist for this stage). Outputs include 3 GIS derived plans for use in the
field which show:



OS base with boundary of the LCP shown;
aerial photograph of the same area showing boundary; and
plan of any Local Nature Reserves, SSSIs and former Mature
Landscape Areas.

6.5.4 Field Based Landscape Character Assessment
The purpose of the field survey is to identify the key qualities and components
of the landscape that cannot be determined by desk based assessment. The
landscape character was assessed by completing a field survey sheet
template for each LCP. (Refer to Appendix 4 which shows the field survey
sheet and Appendix 5 which shows how the field survey sheet is completed.)
The NCC field survey sheet used was derived from the field sheet used for
the original landscape character survey in the 1990s and survey sheets
developed by other authorities, such as Kent County Council.
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The survey itself was originally carried out by two assessors per LCP, one or
both of which was a Landscape Architect but, with experience, this stage
could be carried out by one Landscape Architect assessor.
Each LCP area was explored by car initially and footpaths walked where
necessary to view inaccessible areas. Once the extent of the LCP could be
visualised on the ground by the assessor(s), a suitable viewpoint was chosen
to make the record. This was generally a high point in the LCP from which a
typical view of the LCP and its components could be obtained.
The data was entered directly into a Map Info database using a laptop. A
concise summary was also recorded in the field for each LCP.
A representative photograph of the landscape character, together with photos
of any particular representative features, was taken for each LCP. The survey
point and the photo point locations were fixed using a 6-figure GPS reference.
6.6

Stage 5
Classification of Landscape Character Parcels (LCPs) into
Draft Policy Zones (DPZs)
Once the Landscape Character survey was complete, LCPs were then
grouped together prior to the next survey stage to link areas of similar
character. The field assessment of Landscape Condition and Landscape
Sensitivity for each individual LCP was considered but it was thought to be too
time consuming to repeat the process when there were obvious similarities
between LCPs.
The grouping of the LCPs was a desk based process which involved the
following stages:Step 1

List LCPs, also noting LDU reference, 6-figure reference and
description, and land use identified in the field.

Step 2

Amalgamate similar areas using the above parameters.

Step 3

Tabulate the information collected and include reasons for
amalgamation such as same LDU, similar land use; or reasons for
retaining as a single unit such as being a distinct geographical
feature such as a river valley. This is to provide a written record of
how the LDUs were grouped into DPZs.

Step 4

Produce a GIS map of the above information.

Step 5

Each identified PZ should then be given a unique reference
number, e.g. SH PZ 10:SH
PZ
10

identifies the County Character Area
Policy Zone
the unique reference number for that LCP
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An example of this tabulated information is included as Appendix 6.

6.7

Stage 6
Assessment of Landscape Condition and Landscape
Sensitivity

6.7.1 Desk Based Assessment of Landscape Condition and Sensitivity
Once the DPZs have been defined for a County Character Area, a desk
based collection of information is carried out. (Refer to Appendix 7 which
shows the checklist for this stage.)
6.7.2 Field Based Assessment of Landscape Condition and Sensitivity – Method 1
A method was trialled for the southern half of the Sherwood Regional
Character Area using the valley of the River Maun as the dividing feature.
It was agreed not to separate out at the amalgamation stage areas formerly
identified as Mature Landscape Areas. The sequence of operations is shown
below.
The purpose of the field survey is to identify the key qualities and components
of the landscape that cannot be determined by desk based assessment. The
landscape condition and sensitivity was assessed by completing a field survey
sheet for each DPZ (refer to Appendix 8 which shows a field survey sheet
template and Appendix 9 which shows how the field survey sheets is
completed).
The field survey sheet used was derived from a survey sheet developed by
Kent County Council.
The survey itself was carried out by two assessors per DPZ, one or both of
which was a Landscape Architect. If possible, it was found to be important to
have two assessors to come to a mutual agreement on the data to be
entered.
Each DPZ was explored by car (the assessors were not necessarily the same
ones that had carried out the assessment of landscape character parcels). A
suitable viewpoint was selected from those used previously for the landscape
character field survey.
The data was entered directly into a Map Info database using a laptop.
If necessary a representative photograph of any particular features was taken.
The survey point and photo locations were fixed using a 6-figure GPS
reference.
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6.7.3 Modification to Methodology
Once the whole of the Sherwood pilot area had been completed and results
generated, it was felt that the qualities of the MLAs in terms of their high
landscape condition and high sensitivity was being “diluted” within the much
larger DPZ area. (In the landscape character stage they had largely stayed
separate by virtue of their differing qualities from their neighbouring LCP).
Therefore, the northern area of the county using the valley of the River Maun
as the dividing feature was trialled using a slightly different method as well as
the previous one.
6.7.4 Field Based Assessment of Landscape Condition and Sensitivity – Method 2
This method was exactly the same as Method 1 except that, at the
amalgamation stage, MLAs were considered as separate DPZ units at the
outset.
A comparison of the two methods showed that when the MLAs were
considered as separate entities they scored more highly, generally having
scores of 18, 19 and 20 in the matrix.
6.7.5 Modifications to Methodology
It was agreed after the Sherwood pilot study that Method 2 was the more
satisfactory one.
Although previously identified LLDs were used, the revised survey
methodology provided justification for their continued recognition in
comparison to the remainder of the character area.
6.7.6 Future Work Necessary
The MLAs were originally identified from desk based and field surveys
undertaken before 1990. For the full methodology refer to “Nottinghamshire
Countryside Appraisal Revised Methodology 1999”. These MLAs need to be
re-assessed because in certain situations development may have taken place
which has removed part of the identified area; or changes in agricultural
practice may have affected their boundaries.
This is a related but separate piece of work required as part of the new
Landscape Character Assessment which will also involve input from an
ecologist. The LDU boundaries may need to be modified as a result of this
work.
6.8

Preparation of Policy Sheets
Once a landscape action has been derived from the field collection of data for
each policy zone, the final stage is to collate this information into a summary
document – the policy sheet.
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The model for this process was work previously carried out by Kent County
Council – references to documents produced by them are included at the end
of this report.
The sequence of stages is as follows:-

6.9

Step 1

Write a character summary for the Policy Zone. This is based on
information collected at the field survey stage. An example of this
is included as Appendix 10.

Step 2

Set up policy sheet framework (see Appendix 11)

Step 3

To policy sheet add a representative photograph of the PZ
selected from those taken at character survey stage.

Step 4

Annotate matrix to show policy.

Step 5

List key attributes derived from Condition and Sensitivity field
sheet.

Step 6

Add a Landscape Condition description based on the Condition
and Sensitivity field sheet.

Step 7

Add a Landscape Sensitivity description based on the Condition
and Sensitivity field sheet.

Step 8

Add Policy actions. The former Nottinghamshire Landscape
Character Assessment may be used as a guide for these policies,
if an equivalent sub-area, e.g. River Meadowlands, exists; but the
aim should be to develop policies specific to the PZ rather than
generic policies. The actions are divided into landscape feature
actions and built feature action.

Analysis of Data collected in the field for Landscape Condition and
Landscape sensitivity.
The field collected data was used to derive a level for landscape condition in a
range from very poor to very good. A numerical score was also determined.
The field collected data was also used to derive a level for landscape
sensitivity in a range from very low to very high. A numerical score was also
determined.

6.9.1 Software programme
A software programme was written and incorporated into the field data
collection sheet. In this way the policy description was derived at the end of
the site collection data.
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6.9.2 Analysis of Landscape Condition
Landscape Condition is strongly influenced by the impact of external factors.
The assessment of condition evaluates the pattern of the landscape and the
presence of incongruous features on the unity of the landscape. It also
evaluates how well the landscape functions as a habitat for wildlife and the
condition of cultural or ‘man-made’ elements, such as enclosure, built
elements and roads.
Condition is defined by an analysis of Visual Unity and Functional Integrity
and is classified as very poor, poor, moderate, good and very good.
Visual unity, which may be significantly interrupted, interrupted, coherent,
unified or strongly unified, is the result of an analysis of Pattern of Elements;
for example the pattern of vegetation, enclosure, settlement, weighed against
the number of detracting features in the landscape which may range from few
to many. Using information collected on the field sheets, this may be unified,
coherent or incoherent.
Functional integrity, which may be very weak, weak, coherent, strong or very
strong, is an assessment of how the landscape functions and considers the
human influence - Cultural integrity, which may range from poor to good,
weighed against Ecological Integrity, which may range from weak to strong.
The matrices used to determine Landscape Condition are shown below. The
attributes are given a numerical score.
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EVALUATION MATRIX TO DETERMINE CONDITION

Pattern of Elements

Visual Unity
coherent

unified

strongly unified

interrupted

coherent

unified

significantly
interrupted

interrupted

coherent

Many

Some
Detracting Features

Few

coherent

strong

very strong

weak

coherent

strong

very weak

weak

coherent

Weak

Moderate
Ecology

Strong

moderate

good

very good

poor

moderate

good

very poor

poor

moderate

Weak

Coherent
Functional Integrity

Strong

Unified

Coherent

Incoherent

Functional Integrity

Cultural Integrity

Traditional

Modified

Weak

Condition

Visual Unity

Unified

Coherent

Interrupted
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Condition

Strongly
Unified 6

Visual Unity

Unified 5

Coherent 4

Interrupted 3

Significantly
Interrupted 2

moderate
8

good
9

very good
10

very good
11

very good
12

poor
7

moderate
8

good
9

very good
10

very good
11

very poor
6

poor
7

moderate
8

poor
9

moderate
10

very poor
5

very poor
6

poor
7

moderate
9

Good
10

very poor
4

very poor
5

very poor
6

poor
7

moderate
8

Very weak
2

Weak 3

Coherent 4

Strong 5

Very
strong 6

Functional Integrity

6.9.2 Analysis of Landscape Sensitivity
Landscape Sensitivity is a measure of the ability of a landscape to accept
change without causing irreparable damage to the essential fabric and
distinctiveness of that landscape. Sensitivity is defined by an analysis of
Sense of Place and Visibility and is classified as very low, low, moderate, high
and very high.
Sense of place, which may be very weak, weak, moderate, strong or very
strong, is the result of the analysis of Distinctiveness and Time Depth /
Continuity. Distinctiveness is defined by how much the key characteristics of
an area contribute to its sense of place. For example in a landscape where
hedgerows are a key characteristic, if the hedgerow network is intact the
landscape can be described as distinct or characteristic. Some landscapes
have features that may be considered ‘unique’ or ‘rare’, which will contribute
to a strong sense of place; at other times characteristic features will be
indistinct.
Time depth or continuity ranges from recent, through historic to ancient.
Ancient landscapes are uncommon in Nottinghamshire but include those that
have had very little human intervention or contain ancient and pre-historic
features. Historic landscapes date from the medieval period onwards. This is
when the pattern of most Nottinghamshire landscapes was established and is
still discernable in some areas overlain by modern features.
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Recent landscapes are those where historic elements have been replaced
with new elements. They include reclaimed landscapes.
Visibility, which may be very low, low, moderate, high or very high, is the
result of an analysis of landform and an assessment of whether this is
Dominant, Apparent or Insignificant against Sense of Enclosure and whether
this is Enclosed, Intermittent or Open.
The matrices used to determine Landscape Sensitivity are shown below. The
attributes are given a numerical score.
EVALUATION MATRIX TO DETERMINE SENSITIVITY

Sense of Place

Distinctiveness

Unique/Rare 3

moderate
4

strong
5

very strong
6

weak
3

moderate
4

strong
5

very weak
2

weak
3

moderate
4

Recent 1

Historic 2

Ancient 3

Characteristic 2

Indistinct 1

Continuity

Visibility

Landform

Dominant 3

moderate
4

high
5

very high
6

low
3

moderate
4

high
5

very low
2

low
3

moderate
4

Enclosed 1

Intermittent 2

Open 3

Apparent 2

Insignificant 1

Sense of Enclosure
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Sensitivity

Very strong 6

Sense of Place

Strong 5

Moderate 4

Weak 3

Very weak 2

moderate
8

high
9

very high
10

very high
11

very high
12

low
7

moderate
8

high
9

very high
10

very high
11

very low
6

low
7

moderate
8

high
9

very high
10

very low
5

very low
6

low
7

moderate
9

high
10

very low
4

very low
5

very low
6

low
7

moderate
8

Very low 2

Low 3

Moderate
4

High 5

Very high
6

Visibility

6.9.3 Derivation of Landscape Policy
Landscape Condition and Landscape Sensitivity can then be plotted against
each other as shown in the matrix below and a score derived for each
attribute:-
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EVALUATION MATRIX TO DETERMINE LANDSCAPE ACTIONS

very good 10

Condition

good 9

moderate 8

poor 7

very poor 6

very good condition
very low sensitivity
16

very good condition
low sensitivity
17

very good condition
moderate sensitivity
18

very good condition
high sensitivity
19

very good condition
very high sensitivity
20

good condition
very low sensitivity
15

good condition
low sensitivity
16

good condition
moderate sensitivity
17

good condition
high sensitivity
18

good condition
very high sensitivity
19

moderate condition
very low sensitivity
14

moderate condition
low sensitivity
15

moderate condition
moderate sensitivity
16

moderate condition
high sensitivity
17

moderate condition
very high sensitivity
18

poor condition
very low sensitivity
13

poor condition
low sensitivity
14

poor condition
moderate sensitivity
15

poor condition
high sensitivity
16

poor condition
very high sensitivity
17

very poor condition
very low sensitivity
12

very poor condition
low sensitivity
13

very poor condition
moderate sensitivity
14

very poor condition
high sensitivity
15

very poor condition
very high sensitivity
16

very low 6

low 7

moderate 8

high 9

very high 10

Sensitivity

It can then be considered what tasks are required for each attribute.
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Condition

EVALUATION MATRIX TO DETERMINE LANDSCAPE ACTIONS

very good

create sensitivity
conserve condition

create sensitivity
conserve condition

restore sensitivity
conserve condition

conserve sensitivity
conserve condition

conserve sensitivity
conserve condition

good

create sensitivity
conserve condition

create sensitivity
conserve condition

restore sensitivity
conserve condition

conserve sensitivity
conserve condition

conserve sensitivity
conserve condition

moderate

create sensitivity
reinforce condition

create sensitivity
reinforce condition

reinforce sensitivity
reinforce condition

conserve sensitivity
reinforce condition

conserve sensitivity
reinforce condition

poor

create sensitivity
create condition

create sensitivity
create condition

restore sensitivity
create condition

conserve sensitivity
create condition

conserve sensitivity
create condition

very poor

create sensitivity
create condition

create sensitivity
create condition

restore sensitivity
create condition

conserve sensitivity
create condition

conserve sensitivity
create condition

very low

low

moderate

high

very high

Sensitivity

From the above a series of policy words can be derived as shown below:-
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Condition

Good

Moderate

Poor

create sensitivity
conserve condition

restore sensitivity
conserve condition

conserve sensitivity
conserve condition

Reinforce

Conserve and
Reinforce

Conserve

create sensitivity
reinforce condition

reinforce sensitivity
reinforce condition

conserve sensitivity
reinforce condition

Create and
Reinforce

Conserve and
Create

Conserve and
Restore

create sensitivity
create condition

restore sensitivity
create condition

conserve sensitivity
create condition

Create

Restore and Create

Restore

Low

Moderate

High

Sensitivity

Each policy can be defined more precisely as follows:Conserve – actions that encourage the conservation of distinctive features
and features in good condition.
Conserve and Reinforce – actions that conserve distinctive features and
features in good condition, and strengthen and reinforce those features that
may be vulnerable.
Reinforce – actions that strengthen or reinforce distinctive features and
patterns in the landscape.
Conserve and Restore – actions that encourage the conservation of
distinctive features in good condition, whilst restoring elements or areas in
poorer condition and removing or mitigating detracting features.
Conserve and Create – actions that conserve distinctive features and
features in good condition, whilst creating new features or areas where they
have been lost or are in poor condition.
Restore – actions that encourage the restoration of distinctive features and
the removal or mitigation of detracting features.
Restore and Create – actions that restore distinctive features and the
removal or mitigation of detracting features, whilst creating new features or
areas where they have been lost or are in poor condition.
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Reinforce and Create – actions that strengthen or reinforce distinctive
features and patterns in the landscape, whilst creating new features or areas
where they have been lost or are in poor condition.
Create – actions that create new features or areas where existing elements
are lost or are in poor condition.
7.0

PRESENTATION OF INFORMATION AND RELATIONSHIP TO THE
EXISTING DOCUMENT

7.1

Existing Nottinghamshire Landscape Guidelines
The existing Nottinghamshire Landscape Guidelines consists of a published
document as well as The Landscape Types Plan. For each Regional
Character Area the following information was provided:Section 1

Physical and Human Influences

Section 2

Visual Character of the Landscape

Section 3

Landscape Evolution and Change

Section 4

Landscape Strategies and Key Recommendations

Section 5

Landscape Guidelines – including species list

The above information was all text based. The above document contained
very detailed information which should not be lost in the process of revision of
the LCA.
7.2

Revised Nottinghamshire Landscape Guidelines
The revised document will consist of the following sections:Section 1 Physical and Human Influences
The section’s ‘Introduction’ – the shape of the land and soils require only
minor amendments. The landscape history section can be condensed and
included as an Appendix.
Section 2 Visual Character of the Landscape
This will require minor updates to the ‘Introduction’. The existing sub-divisions
of the County Character Areas such as Sherwood – Forest Sandlands, Forest
Estatelands, River Meadowlands, Settled Sandlands, Village Farmlands and
Sandstone Estatelands will be replaced by generic sub-divisions generated by
the Living Landscapes process.
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For Sherwood these will be Estate Farmlands, Estate Farmlands with
Plantations, Meadowlands, Meadowlands with Plantations, Village Farmlands,
Wooded Estatelands and Wooded Farmlands.
The visual character of each of these will be described. A bullet point
summary of the visual character of each LCP will be included on the Policy
sheet. This will be able to be used in the same way as previous when
commenting on planning applications.
Section 3 Landscape Evolution and Change
This section which details the drivers for change in the landscape such as
agricultural policy, transportation, urban and industrial development, mineral
extraction and tourism will require substantial updating to bring it into line with
recent developments and legislation.
Sections 4 and 5 Landscape Strategies and Key Recommendations
These sections will be replaced by a Landscape Policy for each Policy Zone,
such as Conserve, Reinforce, Restore and Create. A bullet point summary of
the landscape actions is included on the data sheet particular to the Policy
Zone.
Ultimately the revised Sherwood chapter will consist of the following:Section 1
Section 2
Section 3
Section 4
Appendices

Updated physical and human influences
Visual character of the landscape
Landscape evolution and change
Policy Zone Descriptions
Field Sheets – Character
– Condition and Sensitivity

As well as the following tables/figures:Species List
Figure – County Character Area
Figure – LDUs
Figure – LCPs
Figure – Policy Zones
8.0

WORK COMPLETED AUGUST 2009

8.1

East Midlands Regional Landscape Character Assessment
The Client for the work was Natural England and it has been carried out by
LDA Design Consulting LLP. It was issued in May 2009 and incorporates the
Peak District National Park and Lincolnshire Wolds AONB. It consists of the
following sections:-

28

8.2

Section 1

Introduction to the East
Character Assessment

Midlands

Section 2

Existing Landscape
Assessments

Historic

Section 3

Foundations of the Landscape

Section 4

Regional Landscape Character Types

and

Regional

Landscape

Landscape

Character

Bassetlaw Landscape Character Assessment

8.2.1 Introduction
The Client for this work was Bassetlaw District Council and it has been carried
out by joint working between the County Council, Bassetlaw District Council
and Consultants Faulks Perry Culley and Rech. It is due to be completed at
the beginning of September 2009 and has defined Policy Zones for the 5
County Character Areas within Bassetlaw:






Magnesian Limestone
Sherwood
Mid Nottinghamshire Farmlands
Trent Washlands
Idle Lowlands

8.2.2 Methodology
The work has followed this methodology with the exception that, in the
Magnesian Limestone, Mid Nottinghamshire Farmlands and Idle Lowlands
areas, Mature Landscape Areas have not been treated as distinct Policy
Zones.
8.3

Greater Nottingham Landscape Character Assessment

8.3.1 Introduction
The Client for this work was NCC Spatial Planning Team and it has been
carried out by Consultants TEP with technical assistance from
Nottinghamshire County Council Landscape & Reclamation Team. It is due to
be completed at the end of September 2009 and has defined Policy Zones for
the 8 County Character Areas within Greater Nottingham. It includes the
Erewash Valley, part of which is in Derbyshire.






Vale of Belvoir
Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire Wolds
South Nottinghamshire Farmlands
Trent Valley
Trent Washlands
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Mid Nottinghamshire Farmlands
Sherwood
Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Coalfields
Erewash Valley

8.3.2 Methodology
The work has not followed this methodology in that the Landscape Description
Units were not further sub-divided into LCPs to survey them. Also, the method
of deriving the landscape policies was different. However, the Policy sheets
are of a similar format.
8.4

Trent Washlands Landscape Character Assessment

8.4.1 Introduction
The Client for this work was the NCC Minerals Planning Team and it was
carried out by NCC Landscape and Reclamation Team. It was completed in
July 2009. It followed this methodology and MLAs were considered as
separate Policy Zones.
8.5

Newark and Sherwood Landscape Character Assessment

8.5.1 Introduction
This is being carried out by Newark and Sherwood District Council with
technical assistance from NCC Landscape and Reclamation Team. It is due
to be completed by the end of 2009. It has followed this methodology but
MLAs have not been considered as separate Policy Zones.
9.0

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER DOCUMENTS

9.1

Local Biodiversity Action Plan

9.1.1

Introduction
The Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) process was launched in
Nottinghamshire in 1997 and in 1998 ‘Action for Wildlife in Nottinghamshire :
Local Diversity Action Plan for Nottinghamshire’ was published in response to
the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) launched in 1994. The UK BAP was
the UK’s response to the Convention on Biological Diversity signed by 159
world governments at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992.
The LBAP document lists priority habitats and contains Habitat Action Plans
for each habitat type. These detail current status of the habitat, threats,
current initiatives to manage, targets for maintaining, restoring and expanding,
and proposed actions. It also lists Species Action Plans. These detail current
status of the species, threats, current initiatives, targets and proposed actions.
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9.1.2 Relationship between LBAP and Nottinghamshire Landscape Character
Assessment
At present there is no link between the targets or proposed actions in the LBA
and the Policy Actions in the LCA. This could be achieved in future revisions
of the document by:

making more reference to the LBAP priority habitats in the landscape
character field survey sheets and particularly in the Landscape
Condition survey sheets. For example in the Sherwood character area
the following LBAP habitats are present:-

Lowland Dry Acid Grassland
Lowland Heathland
Oak-birch woodland
Planted coniferous woodland
Urban and post industrial habitat

Action: add check LBAP priority habitats present to Checklist 3 and 7.


making more reference to threats detailed in the LBAP habitat action
plan when describing threats to Landscape Condition on the field
survey sheet.
Action: Add habitat action plans to desk based data collected for
Condition and Sensitivity. Add to Checklist 7.



making more reference to targets detailed in the LBAP habitat action
plans in landscape actions identified in Policy sheets.
Action: Refer to Habitat Action Plan targets when writing Landscape
Actions on Policy sheet. Add to Checklist 7.

9.2

Nottinghamshire Historic Landscape Characterisation

9.2.1 Introduction
The Nottinghamshire Historic Landscape Characterisation Project (HLC) was
carried out between 1998 and 2000 by the Environment Department of
Nottinghamshire County Council with sponsorship from English Heritage. Its
primary objective was the production of the Nottinghamshire Historic
Landscape Character Map.
There was already a close relationship between the HLC and the existing
Nottinghamshire Landscape Character Assessment, which contained a
description of the evolution of the landscape in each character area. The HLC
then developed this process to describe in more detail the historical depth or
‘time depth’ which is visible in today’s landscapes and to map the historic
landscape. Twenty one mapping categories were recognised and these are
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described in ‘The character of Nottinghamshire’s Historic Landscape – The
Nottinghamshire Historic Landscape Characterisation Project 1998-2000’.
9.2.2 The relationship between the HLC and the Nottinghamshire Landscape
Character Assessment
The HLC Plan has been used in the process of defining the LCPs (see
paragraph 6.5.2) and boundaries of LCPs were amended where they
obviously conflicted with the HLC polygons, for example defining an area of
historic parkland.
The consideration of time depth feeds into the information collected at the
landscape character survey stage where historic pattern is recorded on the
field sheets and at the landscape condition and sensitivity survey stage where
cultural integrity and sense of place are analysed.
9.3

Green Infrastructure Plans

9.3.1 Introduction
Green Infrastructure is described in the East Midlands Regional Plan adopted
March 2009 as:“Networks of multi-functional green space which sit within and contribute to
the type of high quality natural and built environment required to deliver
sustainable communities. Delivering, protecting and enhancing these
networks requires the creation of new assets to link with river corridors,
woodlands, nature reserves, urban green spaces, historic sites and other
existing assets.”
The Regional Plan requires the production of a Green Infrastructure Strategy
for all of the Growth Points in the East Midlands. For example the Green
Infrastructure Plan for the 6Cs growth point is being produced by Consultants
Chris Blandford Associates and includes the cities of Leicester, Derby and
Nottingham.
A Green Infrastructure Plan has also been adopted as Interim Planning
Guidance by Mansfield District Council in April 2009.
9.3.2 Relationship between the Green Infrastructure Plans and Nottinghamshire
Landscape Character Assessment
Since the GIS relates to urban areas and the landscape character
assessment process excludes urban areas from the study, these projects do
not overlap but are inter-related. It is important that the agencies developing
these strategies are familiar with the landscape character assessment work
already carried out, so that the studies knit together effectively at the urban
fringes.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

DPZs

Draft Policy Zones

GIP

Green Infrastructure Plan

GIS

Geographical Information System

GPS

Global Positioning System

HLC

Historic Landscape Characterisation

LBAP

Local Biodiversity Action Plan

LCA

Landscape Character Assessment

LCP

Landscape Character Parcel

LDDs

Local Development Documents

LDF

Local Development Framework

LDU

Landscape Description Unit

LLDs

Local Landscape Designations

LLP

The Living Landscapes Project

PPG

Planning Policy Guidance Note

PPS

Planning Policy Statement

PZ

Policy Zone

UKBAP

United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan
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