COTMOOR SOLAR FARM
LAND NORTH OF HALLOUGHTON, SOUTHWELL

Dear Councillor,

CLIMATE EMERGENCY

On Tuesday 2nd March 2021, you and your fellow Committee
Members will be asked to consider our Planning Application
for a renewable energy scheme comprising the construction
of a solar farm and battery stations (reference: 20/01242/
FULM).

Newark & Sherwood District Council declared a
Climate Emergency in July 2019, which followed the UK
Parliament declaration of May 2019.

This note summarises the proposals and highlights the
key public benefits that would be realised should planning
permission be granted.
This application was submitted in July 2020 following preapplication discussions and public consultation and has
been subject to positive discussion and negotiation with
officers and key stakeholders to address issues through the
planning process. This includes revisions to the scheme to
directly address comments relating to heritage and visual
impacts to reduce these effects as far as possible.
The proposed development will provide a significant amount
of renewable energy to support legally binding targets
to reduce carbon emissions, in the context of a nationally
and locally declared Climate Emergency. The site has
been carefully selected and is not subject to any statutory
designations relating to its environmental or historic value.
We consider the application complies with national and local
planning policy, provides many public benefits and avoids
any unacceptable impacts.
It is, therefore, correct for planning permission to be granted
for this renewable energy development and we urge you to
vote in favour of approving the application at Committee.
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These declarations were made in the context of the
UK’s legally binding commitment to reduce carbon
emissions in the UK by at least 100% compared to 1990
levels by 2050 (to achieve ‘net zero’), and followed the
UN Global Climate Talks in Poland in December 2018.
At these talks, the UK along with other nations, agreed
action on climate change, with a greater role strongly
implied for local authorities, such as Newark &
Sherwood District Council, in assisting Governments to
achieve their legally binding carbon emission targets.
The Council’s declaration therefore recognises the
need to develop measures and set targets to contribute
to the challenge of keeping global temperatures below
1.5oc
A Climate Emergency Strategy has since been
developed which sets out a carbon neutrality target of
2035.
The proposed development will have a maximum
capacity of 49.9MW and would therefore make a very
significant positive contribution to reducing carbon
emissions, supporting the principles of the Climate
Emergency and making a significant contribution to
legally binding carbon emission reduction targets.
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KEY PUBLIC BENEFITS & INVESTMENT
ANNUAL BUSINESS RATES CONTRIBUTION

• Income to the local area of c.£190,000

for 40 years (c.£7.6m in total)

LOW CARBON ENERGY GENERATION

• Annual CO2
emissions reduction:

20,690t

CO2

• Equivalent energy needs
provided for homes
in Newark &
Sherwood:

12,209

ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENTS

COMMUNITY BENEFIT PROJECT

• Delivery of 36.8% Biodiversity
Net Gain for habitat units

• Community Benefit such as 50kWp

• Delivery of 23.7% Biodiversity
Net Gain for hedgerow units

rooftop solar PV installed on
community buildings

• Significant Planting of additional
trees, hedgerows and wildflower
margins
• Installation of bat and bird boxes
• Installation of mammal gates
• Provision of multiple attenuation
ponds and swales to reduce
downstream flood risk and
significantly slow the rate of discharge
into watercourses that flow as far as
Southwell and beyond

ECONOMIC BENEFITS

• Capital Investment

>£30 million

• Jobs created during construction:

70-80

MEADOW GRASS
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MATURE HEDGEROW

NEW WOODLAND

SKYLARK
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We have worked with officers and stakeholders and sought to ensure the development mitigates its impacts to avoid any
unacceptable harm so they are outweighed by the substantial public benefits.
KEY CONSIDERATIONS ARE BRIEFLY SET OUT BELOW:
Site Selection: It is considered this is the best site to achieve the public
benefits provided by the development. The site has been carefully selected
and is considered the most preferable when considering environmental
and technical factors, availability and viability. The development achieves
a viable connection to the electricity network on land which is available
for this development and avoids statutory designations, higher quality
agricultural land and the flood plain.
Heritage: There would be negligible intervisibility between the proposed
development and publicly accessible locations in the Halloughton
Conservation Area which will limit effects on its setting. Any effects on
the conservation area have been further reduced by amendment to
the scheme to remove panels from land closest to the village and for
additional planting to further screen possible views. The Conservation
Area is now a minimum of 185m away from any part of the solar farm
on the other side of substantial existing woodland blocks, which will be
further strengthened by new tree and hedgerow planting. Any harm
identified needs to be weighed against the public benefits of the scheme.
Landscape & Visual Impact: The siting of the proposed development
has been carefully considered to ensure the solar farm and supporting
equipment can be successfully integrated into its surroundings and would
not be visually prominent subject to the proposed tree and hedgerow
planting to substantially strengthen existing boundaries. Some of this
planting has already been carried out ahead of time to allow time for it
to mature ahead of construction should the scheme be permitted. The
scheme has been amended to completely remove panels from the field
adjacent to the bridleway passing through the site and reduce visual
effects on users of this Public Right of Way to negligible once planting
has matured. Some landscape and visual effects are inevitable for such a
scheme which delivers this level of public benefits and effects in this case
are particularly limited in this context.

Traffic & Transport: There will be very few vehicle movements once
the site becomes operational. The level of construction traffic can be
suitably accommodated on local roads and will be subject to management
measures to ensure there are no adverse impacts. Safe access can
be taken from the public highway into the site without harming local
character. A traditional double width wooden gate will be installed at the
village side entrance to the site, with the commercial access stepped back
150m behind an existing woodland block. We would agree to a condition
securing suitable construction traffic mitigation measures.
Ecology: Ecological enhancement measures are included to ensure a
substantial Biodiversity Net Gain would result from the development
progressing (36.78% for habitat units and 23.69% for hedgerow units).
The proposals avoid impact on any protected ecological sites and would
not harm protected species subject to precautionary mitigation. We would
agree to conditions requiring enhancement measures to be established
and maintained and for precautionary mitigation.
Agricultural land: The site avoids the loss of best and most versatile
agricultural land, which is protected in planning policy, instead being
located on land of lower land quality. It would be possible for continued
agricultural use in the form of organic sheep grazing during the operation
of the solar farm.
Flood Risk: The site is within EA Flood Zone 1 and therefore not deemed at
risk of flooding. We have worked closely with the Southwell Flood Forum
in order to provide above and beyond betterment to downstream flood
risk, with a particular focus on the rate of discharge into the Westhorpe
Dumble watercourse.
Amenity: There would not be significant glint or glare effects on any
adjacent property resulting from the development nor on aviation activity
at RAF Syerston. Mitigation measures will also ensure noise emissions
would not disturb occupiers of any residential properties.

ABOUT JBM
JBM Solar has a proven track record of developing solar projects in the
UK and Ireland since 2012 and have now secured planning permissions
for more than 450MW of solar projects.

OUR UK AND ROI SOLAR
PROJECT GEOGRAPHIC
FOOTPRINT

We are focused on the provision of clean solar electricity, helping to
make a more sustainable, low-carbon future.
We are committed to ensuring local communities become active
stakeholders in our solar schemes. In line with planning guidance, we
therefore welcome the opportunity to engage with parish councils to
discuss potential Community Benefit projects.
Our standard offering across all our projects is to fund rooftop solar
installations of up to 50kW on community buildings. Where not possible,
we welcome alternative suggestions from parish councils that may be
more appropriate for each community’s circumstances.

Projects Developed*

546 MW

UK Subsidy-free consented projects

139 MW

Projects currently under development

1,500 MW

Total UK Portfolio

3,000 MW+

Average UK Project Size

50 MWac

Storage enabled

56%

*JBM and affiliates across the UK and ROI
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